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WELCOME HOME
We would like to welcome you and your
family to our MLC boarding community.
Girls from regional Western Australia and from
around the world have been at home in our
Boarding House since 1907. It’s a place where
our girls foster lifelong friendships, live, learn
and grow.
As caring for you is a partnership between
your parents and the Boarding House
staff, regular and open communication is
encouraged and fostered. All of our girls
develop a strong sense of family and support
each other throughout their boarding
adventure.
Our Director of Boarding, Mrs Deb
Barraclough, is a teacher with more than 25
years of experience. Deb is also a mother
to two daughters. To fulfil her vision of
maintaining a family-orientated environment
in the Boarding House, Deb has put together
a team of skilled and caring professionals who
embrace and reflect the ethos and values of a

College of the Uniting Church.
Our Boarding supervisors (fondly called
‘House Mums’ by the girls) have a variety of
different employment, educational and cultural
backgrounds, and come from both the city and
the country. Each House Mum has a unique set
of skills that she brings to the College, along
with a wealth of knowledge and experience.
House Mums are chosen for their rapport with
young people and their passion for working
with adolescents.
Our highest priority is the safety and wellbeing
of each of our girls. Our Wellbeing Curriculum,
which focuses on wellness, health and positive
psychology, is carried over from the classroom
into the Boarding House, ensuring that each
and every girl knows that she is a special part
of our family.
We hope your time with us will be happy and
memorable, and that you make friendships
that last a lifetime.
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WHERE YOU LIVE
Located in the Centenary Building
at the heart of the campus, the
Boarding House is home to girls
in Years 6-12. All rooms have
wireless connectivity, reversecycle air conditioning and
individual study areas.
Year groups are housed together in
specific wings to ensure bedtimes
and study needs are met. Each
wing has a spacious family room
where the girls can mingle, and
there are many nooks where the
girls can relax on their own or with
friends. The girls also have access
to a number of school facilities.
Girls in Years 6-9 live in the
Burnside and Centenary wings,
while our Senior Years’ girls are
at home in the Upper and Lower
Riverside wings.

MLC GIRL FOR A DAY
To experience our dynamic
College campus and culture,
prospective boarding students
are invited to take part in the
MLC Girl for a Day program.
This initiative allows girls to
experience a school day at MLC.
Afterwards, they can spend a
night in the Boarding House,
where they will be assigned a
student ‘buddy’ and take part in
all aspects of boarding life. Please
contact our Admissions team for
further details.
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BOARDERS’ WELFARE
AND HEALTH
Getting To Know Us
Before your adventure at MLC begins, we
want to get to know you and we want you
to get to know us.

OUR AIMS
•

Live the College Values of Integrity,
Mastery, Enterprise and Justice;

•

Provide a positive boarding experience
for each and every girl;

•

Deepen a girl’s commitment to
understanding, personal responsibility
and respect for others and their rights;

•

Provide opportunities for leadership;

•

Provide a safe and comfortable living
environment;

•

Foster good communication between
the Director of Boarding, Assistant
Director of Boarding, Boarders and their
parents and guardians;

•

Provide excellent pastoral care;

•

Promote an atmosphere of tolerance,
trust and mutual respect.

In Term 3 our incoming Boarders have a
transition day meeting all new Boarders
and Day girls. In Term 4 girls entering
Boarding the following year complete a
Boarding Ready Online Interactive Program
where they meet each other and chat with
Deb. They have the chance to interact with
House Mothers and get a real feel for life as
a Boarder.
As a new Boarder you will have an
opportunity to make yourself at home in
the Boarding House prior to the beginning
of a new term. You, along with your
parents, will meet many of the people
who will play an important part in your
life. You will also meet your ‘big sister’ who
understands what it is like to move into
the Boarding House and will help get you
through your transition.
At the beginning of each year, new
Boarders are invited to the overnight
orientation. This gives you a real insight
into boarding, making for an easy
transition.
All students must stay in the Boarding
House for the first weekend of Term 1 to
attend our Carnival Weekend when we
bond over games, food and lots of fun.
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Pastoral Care | Whom To Turn To?

Peer Support/Mentor Program

If you feel alone and do not know what you can
do to solve your problems, there are people
you can turn to who can help. Here are some
suggestions:

The Peer Support/Mentor Program is designed
to help your daughter, as a new student, settle
into your new life at the College. This program
is designed to provide all layers of support
needed to ensure your journey as an MLC
Boarder is a successful one.

•

You can call your parents;

•

Speak to friends;

•

Talk to one of your Peer Support Leaders
(Boarding Sisters) and mentors who may
understand from personal experience
what you are going through;

•

The Health Centre Nurses are always ready
to listen and may be able to help;

•

Your Boarding Supervisors or tutor can
help;

•

The Director of Boarding, Assistant
Director of Boarding, Head of Year and
Chaplain are always available to discuss any
issues with you. They all have an open door
policy and Boarders are always welcome;

•

Our College Clinical Psychologists can be a
great support and can offer helpful advice.
The Psychologists are found on the second
floor of Marjorie Lyon House.
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Chapel
A Chapel service is held in the College Chapel
on Monday evenings after dinner. The College
Chaplain, Boarding Prefect and Executive
prepare the services. All Boarders are
expected to attend these services.
A respectful standard of dress is required, this
means neat casual clothing with appropriate
footwear. No mobile phones are to be taken
into Chapel.

5

STAYING IN TOUCH

YOUR DAY

We encourage you to stay in touch with your
family and friends from home. We do not
replace your family, we just extend it.

7am

Visitors

8.20am

Visitors are always welcome at MLC. You may
like to take your visitor to the lounge in the
foyer area above the Chapel or take them
outside to enjoy the view over the Swan River
and your magnificent gardens.

All girls must leave the
Boarding House and go to
their classes.

8.30am

School day commences.

10.40am

Recess.

12.45pm

Lunch.

3.15pm

School day ends and
afternoon tea is provided
in the Dining Room.

All visitors are welcome to stay and join us for
a meal if they are visiting over a dinner time.

Breakfast is provided in
the Dining Room.

Guardians and Emergency Contacts
It is a requirement that all students have two
local guardians who can be contacted in an
emergency when it is impossible to contact
parents directly.
Guardians should reside in Perth. Parents
should ensure the named guardians are fully
aware of their responsibilities. These are:
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•

Have loco parentus authority in order to
sign for medical treatment;

•

Take to medical appointments as
required;

•

Be able to collect the student from the
College and care for her if she has an
infectious illness which precludes her
from remaining in the Boarding House;

•

Be able to collect and accommodate
the student at exeats and end of term
if parents are unable to do so, unless
alternative arrangements have been
made; and,

•

Be there to support you during
emergency situations;

•

Be able to collect and accommodate
the student if deemed necessary by the
College and parents are unable to do so.
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Wake Up.

3.30-5.30pm After school activities or
free time.

5.30pm

Dinner is served in the
Dining Room.

6pm

Prep (Home work).

Prep (Homework)
Years 6 and 7 – 1 hour
Prep is supervised by the Academic Tutors in
the Walter Shepherd Resource Centre, Sunday
to Thursday.

Years 6–8
Mobile/smart devices handed in at 8.20pm,
in bed and reading 8.30pm.
Lights out 9pm.

Years 9 and 10 – 2 hours

Year 9
Mobile/smart devices handed in at 8.50pm,
in bed and reading 9pm.

Year 11 – 3 hours

Lights out 9.30pm.

Year 8 – 1.5 hours

Year 12 – 3 hours (option to study in bedroom).

Bedtimes and Lights Out
Bedtimes vary in the Boarding House
depending on the age of the students.
The following is a guide to the bedtime and
lights out requirements:

Year 10
Mobile/smart devices handed in at 9.20pm,
in room by 9.30pm and lights out at 10pm.
Year 11
Mobile/smart devices handed in at 10.20pm,
in room by 10.30pm.
Year 12
Do not have to hand in mobile/smart
devices, in room by 10.30pm.
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WHAT YOU WILL NEED
Clothing List and Other Requirements
Clothing
•

School uniform for the current term
(uniform shop open hours can be found on
our website)

•

Any sports uniforms for co-curricular
sports

•

School bathers

•

Casual bathers

•

Sun hat

•

Casual clothing, including jeans, shorts,
T-shirts, tracksuit and jumpers

•

Nightwear

•

Underwear

•

Socks

•

Good outfits for social events.

Shoes
•

School shoes

•

Sports shoes

•

Slippers

•

Casual shoes

•

Rubber thongs.

Toiletries
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Linen
•

King single fitted sheet (x2), King single flat
sheet (107cm x 204cm x 30cm), King single
or double bed doona and cover

•

Two pillow slips (we provide the pillow)

•

Two bath towels

•

Beach towel.

Other items
•

A large laundry bag for clothes

•

A small mesh laundry bag for washing
socks, bras and underwear

•

Coat hangers

•

Whiteboard markers, thumb tacks and
you might like personal craft items such as
coloured paper, feathers etc.

•

Headphones, torch and batteries

•

Permanent marker/stick on name labels

•

A cuddly toy or two, photos of family, pets
and friends

•

Shoe cleaning kit

•

Small digital alarm clock

•

Water bottle and lunch cooler bag for
excursions

•

Items to personalise your room.

•

Toilet bag and personal effects

Do Not Bring

•

Sunscreen

•

Electric blankets

•

Kettles

•

Soap or body wash

•

Heaters

•

Candles

•

Toothbrush (and charger if electric)

•

Oil burners

•

Cooking utensils

•

Toothpaste

•

Fans

•

Televisions.

•

Deodorant

•

Shampoo and conditioner

•

Sanitary requirements

•

Hair brush.
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Pets
Girls may bring fish in small bowls and tanks
to keep in their rooms. They take complete
responsibility for their pets.

LOOKING AFTER YOUR BELONGINGS
The Boarding House operates on a system of
trust, but, from time to time, things go missing
or are mislaid. To minimise this, the following is
essential:
•

All belongings must be labelled.

•

It is essential that all large sums of money
or other valuables are given to the
Supervisor who will arrange for them to be
locked in the Director of Boarding’s safe.
The College cannot accept responsibility
for money or valuables left in the Boarding
House.

•

Insurance of personal belongings is
the responsibility of your parents. The
belongings of Australian students are
usually covered by the household contents’
insurance cover held by their parents.
However, it is recommended that overseas
students consider taking out personal
contents’ insurance.

•

Laptops and iPads
Personal computers/laptops or iPads are
recommended for students in the Boarding
House. The College Wi-Fi is available
throughout the Boarding House to all students.
As a Boarder you are expected to use your
mobile/smart devices appropriately at all
times. A technology usage contract is to be
signed by all students at MLC and this outlines
your responsibilities. It is a requirement of the
contract that all internet usage is accessed
via the College network. If the contract is not
adhered to, the privilege of using a personal
device may be withdrawn.

Electrical Appliances
You may bring hairdryers, radios, computers,
iPads, etc. to the Boarding House. To ensure
that you do not disturb others it is essential
that all Boarders use headphones during prep
time.

Please hand your passports and other
travel documents to the Director of
Boarding for safe keeping.
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COMMUNICATIONS
Wi-Fi, Computers and Electronic Devices

•

The College does not accept any responsibility
for the loss of electronic equipment and
devices, so please look after them.

Mobile phones must not be used during
prep time;

•

You may not take your mobile phone to the
Dining Room, Chapel or Library;

•

If you take your mobile phone to school,
please be aware it must not be used during
class time;

•

Mobile phones may be confiscated if not
properly used.

Any other inappropriate use of electronic
devices in the bedrooms will result in your
computer or other device being confiscated.
To have access to the MLC Wi-Fi you will have to
sign the MLC Acceptable Use Agreement. If this
agreement is not adhered to, you may be cut
off from the Internet.

Telephones
We do not have public phones available in the
Boarding House. Should boarders need to be
contacted after hours there is a direct line into
the Boarding Office.
Direct Line 0497 508 347

Mobile Phones
The use of mobile phones is permitted under
the following guidelines:
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•

Mobile phone numbers must be registered
with the Boarding Office at the beginning of
the year and updated as necessary;

•

Mobile phones and all other mobile devices
are to be collected by the House Mums from
girls in Years 6-11 to ensure girls are not
disturbed after lights out. These items can
be collected from 7.15am the next morning;

•

Direct access to the Internet via mobile can
put students at considerable risk. If student
conduct is found to be inappropriate via this
direct access, the device will be confiscated
and a discussion will be held with parents;
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Email
Your MLC email address will follow the
following format:
firstname.surname@mlc.wa.edu.au

Mail
Letters and parcels are forwarded to the
Boarding House for collection after school.
Parcels are collected from the Boarding Office
and should be addressed as follows:
Student’s Name
MLC Boarding
PO Box 222
Claremont WA 6910
Or
Student’s Name
MLC Boarding
356 Stirling Highway
Claremont WA 6010

ACTIVITIES

Local Leave

Our Boarders have access to a wide range
of activities within the house, and cocurricular activities, which may be held
outside of College grounds.

Year 6-8
With staff only. Students will be taken once
per week by the Recreation Officer.

Throughout your stay, you will be given
age-appropriate access to newspapers,
television and music, as well as Internet
and email access in accordance with the
College policy.
A Recreation Officer organises a variety
of fun activities on weekends, such as
movies, bowling, ice skating, socials and
quiz nights.

Organised Activities
All costs associated with most recreational
activities provided for Boarders by the
Recreation Officer are covered by the
Boarding House. The exception to this
would be for special excursions where the
costs are very high (for example, Cirque
du Soleil), when parents would be asked to
have the costs charged to their accounts.
Appropriate behaviour is expected
of all girls on or off College grounds.
Inappropriate behaviour may lead to a girl
forfeiting the opportunity to participate in
any future activities.

Year 9
In groups of three. Students need to be
back in the Boarding House by 5pm on a
weekday and may have three hours in the
Claremont Quarter area on the weekend.
Year 10
In groups of three. Students need to be
back in the Boarding House by 5pm on a
weekday and may have three hours in the
Claremont Quarter area on the weekend.
Year 11
In groups of two. Students need to be
back in the Boarding House by 5pm on a
weekday and may have three hours in the
Claremont Quarter area on the weekend.
Year 12
May go to Claremont alone. Students
need to be back in the Boarding House by
5.30pm on a weekday and may have three
hours in the Claremont Quarter area on
the weekend.
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TRAVEL , LEAVE AND
HOLIDAYS
Travel

Holidays and Mid-Term Exeats

Mid-term and end-of-term travel bookings
need to be made at least two weeks prior to
the date of departure. All girls must attend
classes until the end of term.

These are shown in the College calendar
and, unless otherwise stated, commence
from 3.30pm. Parents are requested to
make travel plans as close as possible to
the dates and times. The College requires
all students to complete the organised
academic program.

Except in very special circumstances, no
girl will be permitted to leave the Boarding
House early or return late. When making
travel arrangements please be aware that
girls may not leave or enter the Boarding
House after 11pm or before 7am.
The Boarding House will make every
attempt to take girls to the airport and
meet them at the airport upon return,
however, in some circumstances, girls will
be required to take taxis or be collected by
guardians.

Leave
Checking Out
The Boarding House uses an electronic
system of approving leave, called REACH.
The system requires you to log on and
enter a leave request that is then directed
to either the Director of Boarding or
Assistant Director of Boarding and/or a
parent or guardian.

The Boarding House re-opens from 2pm
on the day prior to the commencement
of each term. Supervision is not available
prior to this.
Public Transport
A Boarder may not travel unaccompanied
on public transport unless written
permission is given by her parents and the
Director of Boarding. An exception is made
for Instep and Work Experience, and for
those with approved employment.
Girls travelling alone must have a fully
charged, active mobile phone with them,
which is switched on at all times. You must
call the Boarding House once you reach
your destination.

Your room must be neat and tidy before
you go on leave.
Details of hosts, provided by your parents,
will be logged into REACH.
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BOARDING HOUSE
FACILITIES
The Boarding House has bright and
welcoming family rooms, functional and
well-equipped kitchens, and comfortable
and welcoming areas to relax. The
bedrooms are spacious and bright.
Girls in Years 6-10 share a room while
most Years 11–12 girls enjoy single-room
accommodation. The building is fitted with
alarm systems for both fire and security.
There’s plenty to do in the Boarding House:
table tennis, craft, board games, televisions,
cooking and painting.
The swimming pool and tennis courts are
popular in the warmer months.
Boarders have access to all the facilities of
the College after hours and on weekends.
These include the Library, IT Centre and
Music rooms.

Gym
The Boarding House has a small, wellequipped gym that is available between
7-8am and 3.30-5.30pm weekdays, and
on request over the weekend. The College
has a fully equipped gymnasium in the
Meredith Taylor Health and Sports Centre
& MLC/CCGS Aquatic Precinct which is open
to all students at designated times, under
supervision.

Laundry
The Boarding House has two fully equipped
laundries, one for Years 7–9 and the other
for Years 10–12.
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The College Housekeeping staff launder all
sheets, pillowcases and towels weekly, and
launder and iron all school uniforms weekly.
Blazers may be sent to the laundry for drycleaning. The cost of this is charged to the
Boarder’s account.
The College laundry does not accept
responsibility for damaged or lost items.

Academic Tutoring
The Boarding House employs an Academic
Mentor whose role is to liaise with the
teaching staff to ensure continuity of learning
across zones. She is supported in her role
by tutors. This group provides tutoring
support to all Boarders and oversees prep
(homework) for the Years 6-12s in the
Resource Centre – this support is available
Monday to Thursday and on Sunday.

DINING ROOM
Most meals are served cafeteria style in the
Dining Room. Our caterers create an array of
healthy meal options to suit most tastes. If you
have special dietary needs, please let us know.
The Boarders eat together as a community in
the College Dining Room. Healthy breakfasts
are available from 6am to 8.15am, and lunch
is from 1pm to 1.40pm. The evening meal is
served at 5.30pm and it is expected that all
Boarders will attend.

Neat casual clothing is required; pyjamas are
not acceptable attire in the Dining Room.
For safety reasons, footwear must be worn at
all times.
Your parents are very welcome to dine with
you. Please advise the House Mum on duty
if your parents would like to stay for a meal.
Please do not take mobile phones into the
Dining Room.

Early breakfasts, late dinners and packed
lunches can be arranged.
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YOUR HEALTH
Chemist Accounts

Emergency Medical Treatment

Each student is provided with an
account at the chemist in Claremont.
The pharmacy provides a daily delivery
service for prescriptions and orders for
pharmaceuticals.

We recommend that parents take out
private health insurance to cover any
medical treatment and emergencies,
including ambulance. The WA Ambulance
Service is a user-pays service and costs up
to $1,000 per use.

Medical Appointments
If any appointments are needed, please
contact the Health Centre to arrange or
prebook appointments. Transport and
supervision is provided on Tuesdays
and Thursdays to assist girls attending
these appointments. We are happy to
provide you with names of medical and
paramedical providers in the local area.
If appointments are made outside of
these days a parent of guardian will be
expected to transport and supervise these
appointments. Please inform the Health
Centre of the date, time, address and travel
arrangements made.

If it is necessary to contact a doctor after
hours, the Boarding House uses a locum
service, the local after-hours medical clinic
or the emergency departments at local
hospitals.

Medication
You cannot keep any medication in your
room except where self-medication
procedures have been approved by the
Health Centre and the Director of Boarding.
Medication must be handed to the Health
Centre or Boarding House to dispense
accordingly.

Missing School
If you feel too sick to attend school, you
need to see the Health Centre nurse
who will decide if you need to remain in
the Health Centre. Students who have
afternoon or evening commitments, such
as sport, shopping or an outing, must
attend school all day in order to participate.
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USEFUL NUMBERS
Director of Boarding
Mrs Deb Barraclough | dbarraclough@mlc.wa.edu.au
Phone +61 8 9383 0253
Boarding House
Monday to Sunday 3pm–8.30am
Phone 0497 508 347
Health Centre
8am–4pm
Phone +61 8 9383 0220

A College of the Uniting Church | 356 Stirling Highway Claremont WA 6010 | PO Box 222 Claremont WA 6910
T +618 9384 4000
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