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Delys Williams (Captain).
Dorothy Stevens (Head of Boarding House) .
Hel en Brisbane.
Sylvia Butcher.
Rosemary Frederick.
joy Kn ight.
Cynthia Pea rce.
Anne Prowse.
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ATHENS

joy Kn ight (Captain), Wendy Shepherd (Vice-Captain).

ROME

Anne Prowse (Captain). Jenny Medcalf (Vice-Captain).
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-

TROY

Dorothy Stevens (Captain), Ray Flanagan (Vice-Captain).
Sylvia Butcher (Captain), Pat West (Vice-Captain).
HOUSE PREFECTS

Dorothy Stevens.
Joy Knight.
Jeanette Wallace.
Suzanne Carr.

Rosemary Frederick.
Anne Prowse.
Pat West.

"COLLECIAN" STAFF

Committee:

Editor: R. Frederick.
Sub - Editor: J. Knight.
C. Pearce, D. Wiliams, D. Stevens, j. Medcalf, E. Sedgwick,
W . S. Spurgeon, j . Peet.

D'ATES FOR 1955

February 7 : Boarders return .
February 8: School resumes at 9 a .m.
April 14 : Easter recess begins at 12.30 p.m.
April 19: School resumes at 9 a .m.
May 5 : First Term ends .
May 24: Second Term begins.
August 18 : Second Term ends.
September 13 : Third Term begins.
December 7 : Speech Day.

December, 1954

THE COLLEGIAN

3

EDITORIAL

1954 will remain in the memory of Austral ians of today as the year
when their Queen visited their country. Historically, it wi 11 be remembered
as the first time a reign ing monarch of the British Empire has toured
Australia. But this visit of the Queen has affected most people, not because
it made history, or because it was the visit of a sovereign, but because it
was the visit of this special sovereign.
Twice before the people of Australia and New Zealand had prepared
to receive the Royal party, only to have their expectations dashed each
time when circumstances prevented the tours. When at last their hopes
were fulfilled, her people were so keen to express their affection and
loyalty that their hearty welcome must have been rather tiring and overwhelm ing to the Queen, who nevertheless throughout her visit, remained
gracious and charming. Everybody must have been impressed with her
poised, d ignified manner, her utter selflessness and unwavering devotion
to her responsibilities. She was always pleasant and smiling, and the
Duke's cheery personality won him many admirers. The people knew that
their hospitality was fully appreciated.
A country's morale is strengthened when a young, lovely queen ascends
the throne. The full realisati on of this dawned on Australians when their
own Queen opened their own Parliament. They understood the feeling
of those who hope that this second Elizabethan age may prove to be as
great an era for England as the first. The Royal visit has awakened or
strengthened in most people the sense of belonging to a great family of
nations; it has brought out their patriotism .
When the "Gothic" sailed from Fremantle, and while "Will ye no
come back again?" was be ing sung, there were many who felt as if a
member of their own fam ily were going away. They remembered the
words of her twenty-first birthday message:
"I should like to make this dedication now. It is very Simple .• I declare
before you all that my whole life, whether it be long or short, shall be
devoted to your service, and to the service of our great Imperial family.
shall not have the strength to carry out this reso lution alone unless you
join in it with me, as I now invite you to do. I know your support will
be unfailingly g iven . God help me to make good my vow, and God bless
all of you who are willing to share it."
Surely everyone of us is willing.
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PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS RESULTS
LEAVINC RESULTS, 1953
M. Asplin (5), Engl ish (0).
B. Kendall (4) .
L. Peet (6) .
M. Scriven (6), Geography, Biology, Physiology, Art

(0) .

JUNIOR RESULTS, 1953
J. Antill (6) .
K. Bartlett (8).
C. Baxter (6).
R. Benjamin (5) .
N. Blechynden (6).
S. Carr (8) .
C. Chapman (8).
G. Chisholm (9).
G. Cottrell (7) .
D. Fitzgerald (7).
R. Flanagan (6).
D. Freestone (8).
L. Frieee (6).
J. Gadsden (8).
V. Gibbs (5).
H. Glatz (7).
J. Halbert (7) .
E. Hammond (5).
C. Jones (8).
D. Lea (6).
V. Lehmann (8).
J. little (8) .
M. Macquarie (7).

J. Medcalf (8).
L. Milner (5).
B. Moore (6) .
B. Q'Connor (6).
C. Paton (6).
J. Peet (7) .
M. Phillips (6) .
G. Playle (5).
M. Raffan (5) .
J. Reynolds (9).
P. Savage (8) .
J. Scott (5 a 1), ( 8) .
I. Scott (5 a 2), ( 6) .
E. Sedgwick (9).
G. Shepherdson (7) .
J. Shepherdson (8).
W . Spurgeon (9) .
R. Valentine (5).
J. Wallace (7) .
J. Ward (6).
P. West (5).
R. Whitehead (9).
J. Woods (8).

ALLIANCE FRANCAISE.
EXAMINATION, 1954
DIVISION 3
K. Bartlett
A. Chapman
P. Crawford
J. Gadsdon
K. Neumann
J. Sainken
A. Sutton
DIVISION 4
R. Armstrong

R. Beck
K. Crawford
G. Greenwood
M. Jones
L. McBurney
L. McRae
M. Sawyer
E. Stewart
J. Wishart
M. Wilson

SCHOOL PREFECTS

Standing : S. BUTCHER , H. BRISBANE, A . PROWSE , R. FREDERICK, C. PEARCE , J. KNIGHT.
Si tting: D. WILLIAMS (Capt. ), W. SHEPHERD, Esq ., D. STEVENS (Head of Boardi ng House) .

SCHOOL CAPTAIN, 1953
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9th February- School resumed.
11 th February- Old Girls' Association Annual Meeting and Buffet Tea .
12th February- Parents and Friends' Associat ion Annual Meeting.
21 st February- Music Club met for first time this year. The programme
was arranged by Mr. Shepherd.
27th February- Boarders' film , " Miracle on 34th Street."
2nd March- Boarders' week-end.
12th March-The Annual Swimming Sports were cancelled because of the
pol iomyel itis restrict ions.
14th March- Music Club programme arranged by Rosemary Frederick.
20th March- The School Fete was also cancelled on account of the polio
epidemic.
26th March-Boarders' week-end.
29th March- Holiday for the Royal Visit. Later that night a number of
senior girls took part in a Torchlight Parade for Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth .
3rd April-The Parents and Friends held a tenn is afternoon at the
School.
Film night, "Call of the Wild."
10th April- Old Girls' Associat ion sports afternoon . This was thoroughly
enjoyed by all, and we all hope it will become an annual event.
15th April-Easter vacation, from which we returned on the 20th.
23rd April-Shakespeare Day.
25th April-Anzac Day. Music Club arranged by Mr. Shepherd met that
night.
1st May-F ilm night, "Jackpot."
2nd May-The End of Term Service was held at Claremont Methodist
Church .
6th May-End of Term.
25th May-Second Term commenced.
28th May-Parents and Friends' meeting.
30th May-Empire Youth meeting was held in the Capitol Theatre, where
Sir Charles Gairdner read the Queen's message to the youth of the
nation. After this, a service was held in Wesley Church.
5th June-Film night, "Stanley and livingstone ."
6th June-Music Club arranged by Rosemary Frederick.
9th June-Hockey match, M.L.C. v. Wesley.
10th June-Matches : Basketball, M .L.e. v. St. Mary's; hockey, M .L.C.
v. Christ Church .
12th June-A social evening was held at Wesley.
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17th June-Matches : M.L.e. v. P.M .S.
18th June-Old Girl s' Dinner was held at the School.
Boarders' week-end.
24th June-Matches : M.L.e. v. P.L.e.
Half-yearly examinations commenced.
26th June-Film n ight, "Suez."
1st July-Matches : M.L.e. v. St. Hilda's.
2nd July-Prefects' Dance held at Cottesl oe Civic Centre.
8th July-Matches : M.L.e. v. P.e.
9th July- Long week-end.
15th July-Matches : M.L.e. v. St. Mary's.
17th July- Film night, "Sitting Pretty."
18th July-Music Club, arranged by Mr. Shepherd .
22nd July-Matches: M.L.e. v. P.M.S.
23rd July-Musical evening held at M.L.C. by the Old Girls' Association.
24th July-Boarders' birthday party.
29th July-Matches: M.L.e. v. P.L.e.
30th July-Boarders' week-end.
7th August-Film night, "Sun Valley Serenade."
.
12th August-Musical recital by Choir and Pianoforte students.
Matches: M.L.e. v. St. Hilda's; M.L.e. v. P.L.e.
13th and 14th August-School play, "Quality Street," by J. M. Barrie.
15th August-End of Term Service held at Claremont Method ist Church.
17th August-Girls left for Adelaide tour.
19th August-End of Term.
14th September-Third Term began.
17th September-Parents and Friends' meeting.
18th September-Evening given by girls who visited Adelaide in August.
19th September-Music Club, arranged by Miss Shepherd.
1st October-Junior and Leaving trials began .
2nd October-Alliance examination.
Boarders' film, "The History of Mr. Polly."
6th October-Show Day.
8th October-Boarders' week-end.
14th October-Softball match, M.L.e. v. St. Mary's.
16th October-Annual Athletic Sports.
17th October-Music Club .

,

21 st October-Softball match, P.M.S. v. M.L.e.
23rd October-Old Girls' Association Tennis Day held at Miss Dickson's.
Boarders' film, "Francis."
24th October-Annual School Service at Wesley Church at 3 p.m.
28th October-Softball match, P.L.C . v. M.L.e.
30th October-Great day; Boys' Interschool Athletic Sports .
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4th
5th
6th
7th
11 th
13th
14th
22nd
24th
27th
3rd
4th
5th
8th

7

November-Softball match, M.L.e. v. St. Hilda's.
November-Bonfire night.
November-Tennis afternoon with Wesley College held at M.L.C.
November-Music Club.
Novembe r-Softba ll match, P.e. v. M.L. e.
November-Boarders' week-end.
November-Entrance Scholarship.
November-Junior and Leaving Examinations began .
November-School examinations commenced.
November-Boarders' film, "Because of Him."
December-School fete for charities.
Decembe r-Boarders' Christmas Party.
December-Carol Service at Claremont Methodist Chu rch at 7.30 p. m.
December-Speech Day.
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The Council has appointed Miss F. R. Morris,
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a trained teacher of the Education Depm'tment of New
South Wales, has also had experience ilt schools in
England, New Zealand and Canada. She graduated at
S'y dney University as a Bachelor of Arts with H onours, and subsequently obtained her Master of Arts
degree at the University of Sydney. She brings with
her an e_uellent reputation as a mistress in English
alld History.

11

f
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Among her duties at M.L.e., Miss Morris will take
charge of the Boarding House. We wish to give her a
very cOl'dial welcome to M.L.e. and we trust that her
stay here will be both a long and a pleasant one.
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SHAKESPEARE DAY
This year was the second in which we have held a type of festival
in memory of Willial']'1 Shakespeare . It was held on April 23, Shakespeare's birthday, and also the date on which he is said to have died.
Four scenes taken from various of his plays were acted by the girls
and the choir sang three songs, "Hark, hark the Lark," "Who is Sylvia?"
and "0 Mistress Mine." Miss Humphries arranged various folk dances
from the period in which Shakespeare lived. The play scenes were from
"Julius Caesar," "Twelfth Night," "Richard 11" and "The Tempest."
The first, from "Richard 11", was the scene between the Queen and
her gardener in the palace gardens. Parts were taken by Jennifer Peet,
Enid Sedgwick, Ray Flanagan and Jenny Medcalf.
Second was a scene from Act III of "The Tempest." In this the roles
were played by Wendy Shepherd, Wendy Scanlon, Jill Sainken and Dawn
Nalder.
The third scene from "Julius Caesar," was that in which Calpurnia
tried to dissuade Caesar from attend ing the Capitol that day. She had
had a dream and felt that something evil would happen if he went out.
The two chief parts were played by Toni Clayton and Judith Flanagan .
The last scene was from "Twelfth Night"-the interview between
Olivia and Viola. The parts were taken by Cynthia Pearce, Judith Gadsden
and Claire Greenway.
The afternoon was most enjoyable, and we are very grateful to Miss
Bird for giving a "professional" hand to our scenes.
J. MEDCALF.

*

*

*

BOARDERS' NOTES
This year has been another successful one in the Board ing House . We
have taken part in all spheres of activity, including socials and sport
functions with Wesley College .
In second term we held our annual Boarders' Birthday Party, which
was one of the most successful held for many years. Each boarder invited
a day-g irl to tea, which was appreciated by all. We then entertained our
guests with a well-prepared concert which was thoroughly enjoyed . Many
of the Senior girls who are becoming "figure-conscious" are now attending the beauty parlour of Madame Le Papillon for Dior's new H-line.
An addition to the Common Room of a Senior House Prefect Honour
Board, given by Lorna Chin, last year's Senior House Prefect, and a beautiful picture of a ballet scene given by the staff, have added a dash of
brightness to the room .
Films have been continued with great success this year. Two of the
most favoured were "Suez" and "Stanley and livingstone."
Our free Satu rday nights were spent dancing and playing games under
the organisation of Sixth Form girls.
In first and second terms we were fortunate to have Miss Brody as
Our Senior House Mistress, and were very sorry to see her leav'e the
Boarding House at the end of second term. Mrs. Howe has ably taken
on the responsibilities this term .
Owing to illness, Mrs. Bennett had to retire from the position of Housekeeper for second term and her duties were capably carried on by Mrs.
Gore.
We are very pleased to see that Mrs. Bennett has recovered from her
recent illness.
Best of luck to next year's Boarders.
"PINK" and "PROWSE."

HOUSE PREFECTS
Standing: D. STEVENS (Head of Boardi ng Hou se),
P. WEST, R. FREDERICK.
Sitting:

S. CARR. A . PROWSE,

J. KN!GHT.

J. W ALLACE,

Scenes !rom "QUALITY STREET"

I'
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This gently humo rous comedy by J. M. Barrie is a play of four acts,
The characters belonging to the Napoleonic per iod . It portrays the life and
heartaches of the supposedly prim and proper ladi es of the early nineteenth
century.
The first act is set in the blue and white roo m of the Mi sses Susan
and Phoebe Throssel. Here the aud ience sees the gentle Phoebe bidding
"good-bye" to Valentine Brown, with whom she is infatuated. Valentine
has enlisted fo r the wars.
The furniture for this room comprises a spinet, table and chairs, mirror,
settee and pictures. The hang ings, carpet and orname nts are all in blue
and white.
The curta in rises again on the blue and wh ite room, this t ime filled
with desks and maps, for the Misses Throssel now have a schoo l. The act
shows t he return of Valent ine Brown and here Phoebe "becomes" he".
niece Livvy.
The th ird act is set in a marquee at a ball. Here Livvy discovers that
Valentine loves Phoebe.
The last act, in the blue and white room of the first, is the scene
for the exit of Livvy and the re -appearance of Phoebe to marry Capta in
Valent ine Brown.
The costumes, da inty and typica l of t he period, were either made by
the girls or borrowed from different dramatic societies.
The atmosphe re of the period was extremely hard to create, but
the actresses did very well .
The play was produced by Mrs. Waddy and ran for two nights .
The cast was as follows:Valentine Brown . .. . . . . .. ... ... . .. Ruth Beal
Phoebe T hrosse l ... . . . .. . ... '"
Jud ith Gadsde n
. " . . . ' " Jennifer Peet
Susan Throssel ... '"
Patty .. . .. . .. . .. . . . , . .. ... Wendy Shepherd
Miss Willoughby . . . . . , . .. . . . . . . Rosemary Frederick
Fanny Willoughby .. . ... '"
. . . .. . Cynthia Pearce
Henrietta Turnball .. . '"
'"
. . . '"
.. , Janet Elsey
Ensign Blades . ..
. .. Jennifer Medca lf
Charlotte Parrat '"
. " Beverley Angel
Lieutenant Spicer ' " '"
... ... . . . '" Jan Waddy
Recruiting Se rgeant .. . . . . . . . ... . . . Anne Prowse
Harr iet . . . . .. ... '"
. . . . . . . .. Wendy Spurgeon
Isabella '"
... ' " . .. . . . . . . ... ' " Kay Patroni
Maste r Arthur Wellesley Tomson . . .
Wendy Carr
Children ' " . . . Margot Jolly, Glenda Dewar, Elizabeth
Driscoll, Valerie Harrison, Elizabeth Fletche r, Pat Giles.
Stage Deco ration . . . . . . .. . . . .
. .. Mr. Mills
Backstage Crew:
Mana gers: Mr. W . Cole, Mr. R. Waddy.
Sylvia Butcher, Helen Brisbane, Delys Williams, June Rob inson, Pat Hilfers, Dorothy Stevens, Joy Knight.
J. KNI GHT.

I
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LIBRARY NOTES
This year the library has been transferred to one of the rooms along
the hall and has been very attractively decorated and furnished. Steel
bookshelves and a magaz ine holder have been the gift of the Parents
and Friends' Associa ti on, and new tab les and chairs have been provided
by the Council. Some of last year's prof its from the coca-cola have also
helped to decorate the library, and a concert during the year raised £10
for new books.
Mrs. Campbel l has been the head librarian again this year and has
been ass:sted by a committee of 15 girls, under the leadership of June
Robinson, to help in th e recording of borrowed books and the repairing
and preparing of books.
About 200 books in all have been added to the library. The fi ction
library has been considerably enlarged and among the books added a re
several volumes of short stor ies by W. Some rset Maugham, O. Henry and
other well-known writers, and novels by Paul Brinkhill, Nevil Shute,
Dorothy Landers and Ern estine Hill, including quite a number of best
sellers.
The reference library has also had quite a large number of books added, including some very good books in the Biology and Physiology sections .
Catalogu ing has been greatly simplified by the introduction of t he Dewey
Decimal Classification system.
A set of books called "The W orld of W onder" and the "Oxford
Junior Encyclopaed ;a," which have been added to the library this yea r, have
proved very popular reading. Several private donations of books have
also been added .
It is pleasing to see the in creased interest taken in the library, and
we hope that it will continue next year.
E. SEDGWICK.

*

*

*

THE V.N.O. BALL
On Friday, 22nd October, three VIB's attended the U.N.O. Ball at
Government House Ballroom. During the evening we were entertained
by floor shows of different nations. Among these was an example of
Siamese box ing performed by two Siamese boys attending the University;
an exhibition of French fencing by two members of the Perth Fencing
School; some judo by a Dutch boy and a Chinese boy; Irish folk dances by
a band of young children; a medley of folk dances by a group of Yugoslavian people; seve ral songs and rounds in Hebrew by a group of Israelites;
and severa l solos on instruments from various countries. Australia was.
represented by Lawrence Hord, a blind man, who played two of his own
compositions which will be later used as examination pieces. Scotland
was also there with its bagpipers and highland dancers.
Half-way through the evening Sir Charl es and Lady Gairdner arrived
and stayed until the last floor show had finished, leaving us to enjoy the
final dance by ourselves. We all enjoyed the evening very much and
found the floor shows most interest ing.
S. CARR.

December, 1954

THE COLLEGIAN

11

MUSIC CLUB NOTES
The Music Club of 1954 has again proved to be a most successful
and enjoyable activity in the lives of the Boarders. The club meets on
one Sunday night each month at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Shepherd,
where they have kindly allowed us the use of their radiogram.
Mr. Shepherd has arranged many of our program mes. However, on
various occasions Rosemary Frederick was able to play records which she
bought for the Music Club with the:r funds . We were very grateful to
Miss Olwyn Mason for arranging a programme one Sunday-a scherzo by
Liltolf being the main attraction of the evening.
Other recordings which we have heard are : The Karelian Su ite by
Sibel ius, the 2nd Pianoforte Concerto by Rachmaninoff, Beethoven's Pastoral
Symphony, The Nutcracker Suite by Tschaikovsky, Cla ir de Lune by
Debussy, The Blue Danube by Strauss and " I know that my Redeemer
Liveth," sung by the soprano Isabe l Baillie.
Miss Gamble, who was our cho:r mi stress during fir st and second terms,
kindly presented LIS with a record to add to our collection .
We were all delighted to hear some Gilbert and Sullivan records which
Mr. Ludowici played for us. On the same evening we also heard Rachmaninoff's Prelude and some Beethoven romances.
At the conclusion of each evening supper was served. For these and
the warmth of the cosy fires on those cold winter nights, we thank you
very much, Mrs. Shepherd.
W. SPURGEON .

GUIDING NOTES
This year there has been a drastic reduction in the number of names
on the roll call, and the company consisted of, with one or two exceptions,
boarders.
The 2nd Claremont was captained by Mrs. Turnbull and, later, Miss
Patterson.
The highlight of the year was the Queen's visit. Many Guides were
disapPointed when functions were cancelled owing to the bout of poliomyelitis. However, many of them took part in the Youth Pa rade before
the Royal couple, which ended at King's Park to view the fireworks display. On the last day of the Royal tour several girls helped to look after
a group of aged people outside the Claremont Council Chambers.
•
Duri ng the second term the Gu ides had the task of selling Guide biscuits. They succeeded in forcing unfortunate' people to buy a total of
ten dozen packets.
Miss Patterson organised several hikes and the girls were able to test
the tracking and try their hand at fire-lighting.
The company attended a ral ly at Government House in late September
similar to one held two years ago.
Although the company is small and its numbers depleted by "sporting
fever," the girls have enjoyed them selves, and by joining this world-wide
movement have learnt to become better citizens.
J. KNIGHT,
Company Leader.
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THE TRIP T O ADELAIDE
After weeks of preparations and rising excitement, at last we found
ourselves on the plane on our way to South Australia to visit the Methodist Ladies' College there. The sky was just growing light above the lowlying hills at Paraf:eld Aerodrome when we stumbled from the plane at
six. in the morning. We boarded an airways bus which took us to the
AN .A office in Adel a ide, where we met our prospective hostesses.
Later in the morning we all arrived at the school, feeling a little
conspicuous in our green uniforms. For the rest of the day we played
b;;sketba ll matches, none of which was successful. That n:ght we were
taken over Parliament House, situated in the City of Adelaide. We were
taken into the two assembly rooms and the huge library, and we all
adm ired the chair the Queen had occupied during her South Australian
visit.
On Thursday morning we attended morning assembly, held in their very
large school hall, and for the remainder of the day we played hockey
and tennis matches. Only the hockey was successful, where we drew
two-all. A dance-soc ial was held that evening in the school hall, in
honour of the West Australian visitors, and was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
The following day we were officially farewelled at morning assembly.
I made a short speech, telling them something of our School, after which
we sang the School song. Another hockey match was played and this
was a draw also. In the afternoon our hostesses took us on a conducted
tour of the city itself, wh ich included a visit to the top of the AM. P.
building, from where a magnificent view was obtained of the city, and we
also toured the University.
On Saturday we had a barbecue picnic in the National Park, after
travelling to it through the outer suburbs of Adelaide. That night we
were taken to see "Roman Holiday," and although many had seen it
before they still enjoyed it. We attended a broadcast serv ice at the Pirie
Street Methodist Church on Sunday morning. The captain of the M.L.e.,
Adelaide, and I read the two lessons.
On Monday we went by tourist coach to Victor Harbour, 50 miles
from Adelaide on the south coast. We travelled over the Mount Lofty
Range through a thick mist and on through flat country to Goolwa. Here
we stopped fo r lunch and inspected a barrage which keeps the salt seawater separated from the fresh water of the Murray River. From Goolwa
we t ravelled to Victor Harbour and through most attractive scenery back
a long the gulf to Adelaide. At Victor Harbour we climbed an outcrop
of rock which overlooked Encounte r Bay and Kangaroo Island, which was
a faint line on the horizon. As we were t ravelling back through a farming area we passed quite close to u raniu m m ines.
The tour for the following day was to the Barossa Valley, where many
well-known firms (such as Orlando and Seppelts) have their vineyards.
We were taken on an escorted tour of Seppelts' buildings, after which we
went on to Nurioopta for lunch. The trip back was through the Torrens
Gorge and we followed the Torrens River through splendid cliff scenery
to Adelaide.
Our short trip had come to an end, and on Wednesday afternoon
we boarded the plane to return to Western Aust ralia.
This trip will be long remembered by everyone who went, and I hope
this kind of visit will be a more common occurrence in the future . We
are looking forward to next year, w hen we hope to have some visitors fro m
Methodist Ladies' College, Wayville, to our own M.L.e., Claremont.
D. WI LLl AMS.

THE DEPARTURE FOR ADELAIDE

METHODIST LADIES ' COLLEGE, W A YVILLE, S.A.

THE ASSEMBLY HALL, ML.C., W A YVILLE.

ST. PETER'S CATHEDRAL.

MEMORIAL CROSS OF HEDGES_
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This year the scholars have shown a marked interest in debating and
have competed in one interschool debate. Two other debates were held
in the School during second term , as well as some class debates, and all
proved successfu I.
At the interschool debate held at St. Hilda's early in second term we
were represented by three girls from sub-Leaving and three from SAl. The
senior team proved to the audience that censorship on books and wireless
programmes should be discont inued, but the juniors could not convince us
that advertising is not a menace to society. The venture was a good
experience for those who t ook part, as well as being entertaining for the
many supporters who came along to back them up.
We challenged Christ Church to a debate, but they were unable to
accept our invitation, so six of the girls going to Adelaide had a debate
on co-education one Sunday night.
On the evening of August 1 S another debate was held, and it was
proved to us that "Age should lead the world in preference to youth."
On both occasions, Mr. Shepherd adjudicated and gave some valuable advice
and welcome suggestions, for which we were all very grateful, as we feel
this is good training for everyone. On the latter occasion, Mrs. Howe was
kind enough to comment on her impressions.
A Brains Trust was held in Adelaide in which nine of our girls took
part. The president of their debating society acted as compere and asked
sensible and stupid questions which had to be answered as quickly and
wittily as possible. This proved educational and entertaining.
We feel that this is an avenue through which we may prepare ourselves for future public life and hope that, in the future, inter-school
relationships will be bound more firmly through the medium of debates.
H. BRISBANE.

*
*
*
DRESSMAKING
Th is year we have had two dressmaking classe5-<Jne held on Monday
afternoon after schoo l and the other on Tuesday. The course is composed of three sections: elementary, intermediate and advanced. On each
afternoon three teachers from the Stanley School of Dressmaking su'pervise
the classes. It is pleasing to see the increasing number of younger girls
attending these.
Every year a fashion parade is held, when each pupil models the
most successful garment she has made during the year. The Principal of
the Stanley School attends this parade, which is also watched by the
teachers, the girls and their parents.
The attendance at dressmaking classes this year has been very satisfactory, and it is pleasing to note the increasing enthusiasm in this subject.
A. PROWSE.
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THE SCHOOL DANCE
Our 1954 School Dance was held on the 2nd July at the Cottesloe
Civic Centre. During the afternoon VIA had been busy preparing the
hall, and by evening it was looking most attractive, decorated by masses
of roses.
When asked if they wanted the floor "fast" or "very fast," they had
chosen the latter, to the great discomfort of several coupl es.
The special guests of the evening included the Principal and Mrs.
Shepherd, Mr. and Mrs. N·. R. Collins of Wesley College, Miss Corr and
the members of the Parents and Friends' Committee, which sponsored the
dance.
During the evening we were entertained by a floor show, and the
music was provided by Ron Reagan . The majority of dances were quick
steps, modern waltzes and foxtrots, but old favourites such as the Barn
Dance, the Pride of Erin and the more energetic Boston Two-Step were
on the programme. The Maxina was chosen for the Prefects' Snowball.
Supper, always a main attraction, was provided by caterers, who seemed
to enjoy providing for us as muoh as we enjoyed being catered for .
The last dance was a circular waltz, which completed everyone's dizziness. The School Captain and several others could be seen feeling around
the walls, but apparently the switches were hidden; the evening finishedstill in bright electric light!
R. FREDERICK .

*

*

SCHOOL UNIFORM
The new summer dress will come into force at the beginning of 1955.
This is in plain green with an embroidered pocket. The dress is available
at David Jones, Perth. The material for making the dress may be purchased
from Foys, Boans or Aherns, as well as David Jones. In spite of every
effort being made, we have not yet obtained a pattern se rvice to market
the pattern of the frock. However, we have some patterns at the School,
which may be borrowed, prov ided they are returned after parents have cut
them off.
Stocks of gloves, stockings, blazers, gym. tunics and other school equipment are available through the four stores mentioned above.

*

*

RENOVATIONS
This year there have been several noticeable improvements in our
School grounds . By next year we hope that the new sports field and
tennis courts will be ready to use. We hope that these will encourage
more girls to take an interest in sport.
A new wing has been added to the present school buildings.
It
comprises a classroom on the ground floor and a dormitory above. These
new rooms may be completed by Speech Day, so that the parents can
inspect them.
K. BARTLETT.
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THE MINISTERS
This year we have welcomed Mr. Slater as our School Chaplain and
farewelled Mr. Mason. The latter has been for many years a friend of
us all and a minister who has ever been interested in our school activities.
A farewell social was given for Mr. and Mrs. Mason in the Church
Hall at Claremont, to which about 20 of our girls went as representat ives.
The social was a great success. Various leaders of organisations in which
Mr. and Mrs. Mason had played an important part during the years they
had been here spoke on their work. The speeches were very interesting
and many of them most amusing and, I think, the speakers succeeded in
making the Mason family feel that their work has been very much appreciated in this circuit. At the end of the evening the chairman presented
the guests of honour with a beautiful standard lamp, a small pol ished table,
and to Miss Olwyn Mason a most unusual vase.
At School, Mr. Mason had always been present at ou r many school
function, and to show our appreciation of his interest we presented him
with an inscribed bedside alarm clock . We were also very sorry to farewell a friend of long years' standing in the Rev. B. Boulte r, who was
transferred to Kalgoorlie. To him we present ed a book.
Rev. S. Slater, who came from the Goldfields, is now the Minister
at Claremont Church and the School Chaplain. There was a social evening to welcome Mr. and Mrs. Slater, again attended by some of our girls
who all agreed that it was a most enjoyable evening.
R. BEAl.
W . SPURGEON

•

•

*

*

Australian Stu dent C hristian Movement
Early this year an invitation was received from the secretary of the
A.S.CM., suggesting that we form a group at the School. Mr . Shepherd
agreed, and a group leader was sent to us from Training College .
Every second Tuesday at lunchtime meetin gs were held in Sixth Form
for the older girls and in the library for the younger girls. The course of
study we took was from the prescribed AS.CM. booklet and the discussions which ensued proved most interesting and beneficial.
Some senior girls, accompanied by Miss Corr, attended the Univers ity
service at St. George's Cathedral in second term.
We should like to thank Miss Price an d Miss Faye Prowse for the way
in which they helped us during the year. Although attendances have not
been large, we feel that they will inc rease, as this side of school life
has more stress laid upon it.
H. BRISBANE.

*

*

*

*

College Sunday
College Sunday was held this year on the 24th October at Wesley
Church.
A big congregation was present and the service was opened by the
singing of the hymn "Praise to the Lord," which was followed by the first
lesson read by Lois Donaldson, the captain of M.l.C, South Perth .
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The School choir's first item, "The Lord's My Shepherd," followed, after
which Delys Williams read the second lesson. Bach's anthem, "Sheep
may safely graze," was then sung by the choir.
Mr. Slater, the School chaplain, led the congregation in prayer, then
the School sang in canon form. the impressive "God is working His purpose
out." "Here in this House" was read by the President of the D.G.A., then
the girls sang "Hills of the North" while the offering was being taken .
The Rev. Roland Giese gave an address on "Success" and the service
concluded with the hymn "City of God, " to which the choir sang a
descant. Mr. Bus conducted the singing and altogether it was a most
impressive service.
R. FREDERICK .

*

*

*

Empire Youth Sunday
Throughout the 24 hours of Sunday, 30th May, 1954, young people
in all parts of the British Commonwealth met together for their annua l
Empire Youth Sunday. On that day Empire Youth of all branches of the
Christian religion congregated to show their fa ith in God and in the ideals
of "Freedom, Justice and Brotherhood."
Arrangements were made for an asse mbly on the Perth Esplanade, an
open-a ir meeting and an official march past, but owing to inclement weather
the ceremony had to be held in the Capitol Theatre.
Dr. J. L. Rossiter opened the service with an address, which was
followed by a message from His Excellency the Governor, Sir Charles
Gairdner. During his speech, the Governor delivered the message received
from the Queen and also the message sent to the Queen from the Youth
of Western Australia.
Following this was a very impressive ceremony in which the flag of
every country in the British Commonwealth was d ipped and recognised .
At the conclusion of the meeting, the gathering split up into different
denominational groups, which then went on to their own churches to hold
special devotional services.
J. ROBINSON.

*

*

*

Youth Parade
The Esplanade was packed with young people, assembled in var ious
sections for the wonderful Youth Parade. About 10,000 young people
were to march past the Queen and the Duke, who would be on the special
da is erected as saluting base. Many and varied were the uniforms and
banners of the different groups, and they all formed a very colourful
picture. Dusk was just falling as we at last moved off, a torch-bearer at
the head of each section. The bands were playing and there was certainly
an air of expectation over all as we marched up Victoria Avenue beneath.
the trees which spread their branches right across the road.
As we turned the corner into St. George's Terrace we felt even more
t hrilled as we gazed along the route for the march. All the gay lights had
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been turned on-the lights along the sides of the Terrace, the lights on
the buildings and, above all, the lights of the arches. People were eve rywhere, talking, laughing and waving flags at anyone who went past. The
banners an d pennants hanging from every possible spot were fluttering in
the gentle evening breeze, and once again we had that feeling of expectancy of something exciting about to happen.
We halted a little way before the saluting dais to await the arrival of
the Royal Party. As we stood there at ease we could take in even more
of the scene around us. T here were people even in the trees and the
tops of the buildings, all gathered to see the march and perhaps later to
catch a fleeting glimpse of the Queen and the Duke .
At length we heard a vast cheering ahead of us, and although we
couldn't see her we realised that Her Majesty had arrived at the dais. We
were called to attention, and in a momen t the Nati ona l Anthem was
played. Then we were given the orde r to move off and the march had
really begun.
Ahead of us we could see the dais, well lighted, and the Roya l couple
watching the young people of W .A. as they marched past . Then we were
given the order "Eyes Left," and we, too, were looking at our Queen and
the Duke. It was truly wonderful, but all t oo short, for the next minute
we were given "Eyes front" and we continued marching, slightly dazed!
We went right to the foot of Malcolm Street, but whether many of the
marchers remembered much of the last part or not is hard to say. In their
minds was the picture of the Queen, who for so long had been more a
legend than a real ity, and who now was really part of themselves.

J.

ROBINSON·.

Dear Editor.
I th ink that Australians as a whole concentrate too much on sport.
After all, what is sport apart from rushing madly to break a piece of tape
before someone else, or chasing a ball over a set area of ground, or
frantically hitting balls back and forth over a net until someone makes
a mistake, or losing all one's money on a stupid horse?
Whatever the season may be, there is always some sporting fixture
on which compels half Austral ia to throng around ovals and the other
half to want to listen to "Sporting Round -u p" the same t ime as their
sons and daughters want to listen to their favourite "hero, heroine and
dastardly villa in" serial.
In summer we f ind that all roads lead to the cricket oval and the
number of "ill" employees rises alarmingly. Or perhaps from every wireless
blares forth championship tenni s and everyone hangs breathlessly on every
word of the commentator.
In winter, the various ovals are filled with a seething mob which
cast aside all semblance of civilisation and roar encouragement to their
team and wave bottles threateningly at the other team and the umpire.
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Moreover, all the year at least two pages of our daily newspapers are
devoted to the news of the racecourses. The family trees of horses, thei r
riders and trainers and "Hints for Headquarters" save the publishers worrying too much about lack of news.
Our zest for sport is our main characteristic and the famous Australia n
words, " 'Ave a go, yer mug!" show clearly our attitude to sport. What
would happen to Australia if the interest in sport slackened? How wou ld
our publishers fill the empty pages of the paper; what would the enti re
population do on holidays; and whatever would we find to talk about?
Yours, etc.,
PRESIDENT OF THE A.S.L.
Dear Editor.
The subject of fly ing-sa ucers has aroused speculation in every household. Are we being invaded from another planet? The scientists tell us
that the earth has s till many millions of years' life before its end is likel y
to occur, but could it be that the creatures of the earth are go ing to be
annihilated by some be ings who shall then inhabit our world? Shall a
new era dawn here, in which neither animal nor plant shall have any place?
Science cannot tell us much of the nature of the other stars and
planets. Perhaps for ages a great universal war has continuously been
fought between planets, only we of Earth are not biologically or scientifically advanced far enough to notice. Perhaps our superiors from space
were content to let us remain obl ivious of the current events of the
Universe as long as we kept to ourselves and did not attempt to interfere
in Universal affairs.
We have now started playing with fire. We have exploded atomi c
and hydrogen bombs. We have experimented with the laws
of ou r
Earth, and can now travel fa ster than sound. Scientists have spl it the
atom. A little knowl edge is a dangerous th ing. The SCientifically grown up beings are loath to see us children damaging our play ground and
threatening to harm even the adults' territory. Or perhaps the adults are
not war-like; they may wish only to prevent the children from injurin g
themselves and others.
We may be in a transitory stage-adolscence. Probably many othe r
planets have already passed through this stage and have now attained th e
wisdom that comes with light-years, so scientific power is safe in the ir
hands. Maybe there are other worlds not yet as far advanced as we.
Another theory is that every planet approaching scientific maturity is wel comed into a United Planets' Organisation, to receive the benefits of inte rPlanetular art and science. Or maybe we are just a huge Belgium and
the Martians, if it be they, a huge army of Nazis.
Yours etc.-A completely unscientific and unmathematical observe r.
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To Glenis Playle. From Cedomir Milanovic, Beograde, Yugoslavia.
(Cedomir is a boy student at a school in Yugoslavia.)
During the war many of our schools were closed; Germans destroyed
many school buildings, burnt books, etc., and we had to work very hard
indeed to overcome many obstacles which are the consequence of the war.
I need not tell you, my Australian friend, that many of our school
fellows lost their lives during those four terrible years of occupation.
Some died or lost their health through famine and imprisonment; some
were shot by the Germans, though they were only boys.
I know you
will hardly be lieve this, but the tragedy of the boys' school at Uragujevae
will forever remain an awful testimony of the Germans' cruelty. The boys
from the Secondary School, with their professors, were taken from their
classrooms one morning in 1951 and shot in the field with 5,000 other
hostages, as a reprisal for a blown-up bridge. Some of our boys joined the
Partisan forces in the mountains and fought bravely for our country's
freedom.

..

To Enid Sedgwick. From Lilian Chareyre, Saint Remy, France.

CAR NAVAL IN CHALON
We have five days of holiday for the regi onal fe stival which is called
"Carnaval." At this great festival there are people who masquerade,
and there are pageants which represent, funnily, the most important
things of the year. For those days there is a king and a queen. The king,
made of cardboard, is held responsible for all the bad events of the year.
He is judged and the judges set fire to him and put him into the waters
of the Saone. As he burns we light fires-"feux de beugalle"-and,
accompanied by music, sing the traditional carol"Carnaval qui savait nager, s'est noye du cote d I'hospital,
Carnaval qui savait nager, s'est noye du cote du Port Villiers."
There is also a queen and her two ladies, who are the three most
beautiful women of the town. They travel through the town on a ca r
covered with material pink, blue and white, and many hundreds of
flowers. This year the car was drawn by gigantic butterflies, pink and
blue. We throw small rounds of coloured paper on the people. It is a
magnificent scene.

*
To Jenny Peet. From Miriam Swarsensky, Buenos Aires , South America.
(Miriam is a student in Buenos Aires . Her father is a Spanish doctor.)

BUENOS AIRES
Buenos Aires is the most important city in South America.
It is a
huge city, with over six million people . There are many skyscrapers,
wonderful big parks and wide, long avenues.
I live in the residential area, out of the business part of the city, in
"Belgrano" division. In this area the houses are all chalets, with wonderful gardens. Our house is very Spanish-large rooms and a garden in
front and at the back. We have eleven rooms and a summer house at the
back, with all glass walls so we can view the gardens.
On the ground floor the enormous hall has a great stairway to the
second floor, where most of the living-rooms are. On the third floor we
have our bedrooms.
We go for our summer holidays to Mar del Plata, which is the
biggest seaside city in South America . Several million pMple go there for
their holidays . It is a wonderful place.
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SPORT

INTER-HOUSE COMPETITION
This year the Parents and Friends' Association has very kindly given
the School a cup, which is to be awarded to the winner of Inter-house
sports. Competition within the School has been very much keener, with
the result that our inte r-school teams have, on the whole, improved
greatly.
Two rounds have been played in each sPort but, owing to the necessity
of having to play all but the tennis matches in fhe mornings before school,
they have been comparatively short.
During the first term we played the tennis doubles and Troy proved to
be the strongest team, by only losing one match in either A or B grades.
Th is gained 5 points for Troy while Sparta, coming a good second, scored
3 points and Rome acquired 1 pOint for third place.
At the close of first term the first round of softball had also been
completed . Again Troy won with Sparta second and Rome third, scoring
5, 3 and 1 points respectively.
As a result of the polio epidemic, it was necessary to cancel the swimming sports. This was unfortunate, as swimming is the sport in which
Athens excels. However, this house did not give up in the other sports
and were rewarded by gaining a well-earned second (3 pOints) to Troy,
who scored 5 points, while Sparta scored 1 point for third position in the
basketball in the second term.
The hockey team, however, was much more interesting than previous
sports as it was in this, with the exception of the athletics, that the
competition was keenest. Every house had almost an equal chance and
all fought gallantly. Special credit must be given to Athens in this case.
The last match of the second round was an "all-out to win" one between
Rome and Troy, as the result of this would decide a draw between the
two houses or an outright win for Rome. Troy managed to keep out the
opposing goals but were on the defensive throughout, as Rome went into
the attack early and fought hard to maintain their lead in this sport.
The result was that Troy and Rome drew, scoring 4 points each, with
Sparta and Athens drawing for second place, each scoring 2 points.
The beginn ing of third term saw all houses hard at practice for the
athletic sports. Rome looked threateningly down on the other three houses
and was generally favoured to win. However, this house had some bad
luck in losing Beverley Angel, one of their best seniors. The sports
opened with a spectacular march in which the Spartans earned first position . Throughout Rome and Troy fought neck to neck, but the former
could not quite make it, although they fought hard, and Troy earned
their 9-point victory.
Troy has also won the second round of softball which was played in
third term (5 pOints). Sparta and Athens each gained 2 points for second
place and Rome 1 point for fourth.
Although the tennis singles are still to be played, Troy is well in the
lead for the Inter- House Sports Cup, the progressive scores being: T roy
34, Rome 16, Sparta 14 and Athens 10.
The House Capta ins have all worked very hard, coaching and encouraging their teams, and it is greatly due to Sylvia Butcher (Troy), Anne
Prowse (Rome), Dorothy Stevens (Sparta) and Joy Knight (Athens) that
this year's Inter-House Sports Competition has been such a great success.
P. WEST.

B.I\SKETBALL TEAM
S. BUTCHER (Capt.), W. SCANLON, C. IONES, I. ERICKSON,
L. lAMES, C. PEARCE, W . SPURGEON, R. BEAL.

SOFTBALL TEAM
Standing : W. SCANLON, B. HEBITON, N. LOHOAR, A . PROWSE,
P. WEST, T. CLAYTON.
Sitting : K. BUNGEY , S. BUTCHER (Capt.), D. STEVENS, J. MILLS.

HOCKEY TEAM
Standing : T. CLAYTON, j . RICKETT, R. RHODE, Miss HUMPHRIES,
R. WHITEHEAD, K. BUNGEY, D. YOUNG.
Sitting : J MEDCALF, P. WEST (Capt.) , N. LOHOAR. D. STEVENS,
J MILLS.

TENNIS TEAM -·;

P WEST, S. BUTCHER. D. STEVENS.

(Missing) R. " FLANAGAN.
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ATHLETICS TEAM
Standing: R. BEAL, V. MINCHERTON.
Sitting : J. W ADDY, L. BELL.
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ATH LETI CS

Our athletic sports were held on the 16th October, a Saturday. It was
decided to hold them on a Saturday instead of a Friday, in order that
more parents could attend, and in spite of the fact that three boys' schools
also held their sports on that day we had many spectators.
The afternoon started with the march past, for which each House
had trained exceptionally hard for weeks beforehand . Sparta won the
event with a beautiful exhibition of marching. The rivalry and competition in all the following events was keen, and the winners had to work
hard for their success.
Immediate ly fol lowing the afternoon tea break
were the finals of the jumping and goal-throwing competitions, which
flad been started a couple of days before.
The winning House was Troy, with 170 points, closely followed by
Rome, 9 po ints behind with 161 points . Third was Sparta with 136i
points and fourth Athens with 115 points. It was interesting to note
that the three champions were all Trojans. They were :
Open champion, Jan Waddy; 2nd, Ruth Beal (R.).
Under 16, Yvonne Copeman; 2nd, Lois Bell (S).
Under 14, . Cheryl McLellan; 2nd, Kay Bungey (R).
This year we did not have an Interschool Relay but instead an Overhead Ball Competition. P.L.C., P.M.S. and St. Hilda's sent teams and the
event was won by P.L.e. with M.L.C . second. Another innovation in the
sports was the Old Girls v. Present Girls' Relay. Our Interschool team
competed against the Old Girls' team, consisting of Elissa Bevan, Margaret
Ireland, Evelyn Bruce and Pamela Bryant. We were beaten in the last
lap when Pam really showed us how to run.
Some very fast times were recorded during the afternoon, especially
in the Under 16 championship, where Lois Bell ran the 75 yards in 9.6
seconds.
The cups were presented by Mrs. S. M. Willi ams, mother of the
Captain of the School.
Although we did not have any wins in Interschool athletics this season,
we conside r that, taken on the whole, our 1954 season was a success.
The team, consisting of Jan Waddy, Val Mincherton, Lois Bell and Ruth
Beal, ran at the sports of Perth Modern School , P.L.e. and St. Hilda's, and
came 2nd, 4th and 3rd respectively.
The following are the results of the events of the sports:Events judged on Monday, 11th, and Tuesday, 12th October.
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Broad Jump, Open: 1st R. Beal (Rome); 2nd, D. Eddington (Athens);
3rd, J. Waddy (Troy); 4th, J. Harris (Athens).
Broad Jump, Under 16: 1st, Y. Copeman (Troy); 2nd, J. Kasten (Athens);
3rd, J. Medcalf (Rome); 4th, L. Bell (Sparta).
Broad Jump, Under 14 : 1 st, E. Torrance (Athens); 2nd, C. McLennan
(Troy); 3rd, L. James (Athens); 4th, K. Bungey (Rome).
Hop, Step and Jump, Under 16: 1st, Y. Copeman (Troy); 2nd, A. BessellBrowne (Athens); 3rd, P. Goodridge (Rome); 4th, J. Medcalf
(Rome) .
Hop, Step and Jump, Under 14: 1st, C. McLellan (Troy); 2nd, K. Bungey
(Rome) ; 3rd, K. Crawford (Troy); 4th, L. James (Athens).
Goal Throwing: 1st, W. Spurgeon (Rome) and J. Erickson
3rd, A. Prowse (Rome); 4th, D. Nalder (Troy).

(Sparta);

Events judged on Saturday, 16th October.

1.

March Past: 1st, Sparta; 2nd, Rome; 3rd, Troy; 4th, Athens.

2.

50 yds. Open Championship: 1st, J. Waddy (Troy); 2nd, R. Beal
(Rome) ; 3rd, V. Mincherton (Sparta); 4th, J. Harris (Athens).

3.

Age Race, 50 yds., 14 and 15 years: 1st, M. Renn (Rome); 2nd,
P. Bartle (Athens ) ; 3rd, R. Villiers (Athens); 4th, M. Pearson
(Rome) .

4.

Age Race, 50 yds., 9 and 10 years: 1st, L. Robinson (Troy); 2nd, J.
Chivers (Rome) ; 3rd, E. Driscoll (Troy); 4th, V . Cavey (Athens).

5.

Age Race, 50 yds., 12 and 1 1 years: 1st, L. Gray (Rome); 2nd,
M. Jolly (Rome); 3rd, B. Medlow (Troy); 4th, H. Pepper (Sparta).

6.

Age Race, 50 yds., 13 years: 1st, P. Valentine (Sparta), 2nd, J.
Melrose (Athens) ; 3rd, G. Clarke (Sparta); 4th, B. Woods (Rome).

7.

50 yds. Under 14 Championship: 1st, C. McLellan (Troy); 2nd, K.
Bungey (Rome); 3rd, J. Williams (Rome); 4th, J. Mincherton
(Sparta) .

8.

Barclay House Races(1) 25 yds., 5 and 6 years : 1st, L. Jones; 2nd, G. Forbes; 3rd,
S. Bar; 4th, P. Dray.
(2) 25 yds., 7 and 8 years: 1st, S. Dray and J. Fitzhardinge; 3rd, M.
Studholme; 4th, G. Arthurs.

10.

Senior Pass Ball: 1st, Troy; 2nd, Rome; 3rd, Athens; 4th, Sparta.

11.

Senior Wheel Relay: 1st, Athens; 2nd, Troy; 3rd, Rome; 4th, Sparta.

12.

Junior Tunnel Ball: 1st, Sparta; 2nd, Rome; 3rd, Athens; 4th, Troy.

13.

Junior Corner Spry; 1st, Troy; 2nd, Sparta; 3rd, Athens; 4th, Rome .

14.

Junior Captain Ball: 1st, Sparta; 2nd, Athens; 3rd, Troy; 4th, Rome.

15.

Barclay House Events:
(1) Bunny Jump, 6 years and under: 1st, L. Jones; 2nd, C . Norris;
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3rd, J. Forbes; 4th, L. Duffield.
(2) Skipping, 8 years and under: 1st, S. Dray; 2nd, J. Fitzhardinge;
3rd, K. Ludouici; 4th, M. Studholme .
17 .

100 yds. Open Championship: 1st, J. Waddy (Troy); 2nd, V. Mincherton (Sparta l ; 3rd, R. Beal (Rome); 4th, ' D. Eddington
(Athens) .

18.

100 yds. Under 16 : 1st, L. Bell (Sparta); 2nd, Y. Copeman (Troy);
3rd, J. Medcalf (Ro me); 4th, P. Hull (Sparta).

19.

75 yds. Under 14: 1st, C. McLellan (Troy); 2nd, K. Bungey (Rome);
3rd, J. Will iams (Rome); 4th, J. Mincherton (Sparta).

20.

Senior Hockey Dribbl ing Relay: 1st, Troy ; 2nd, Rome; 3rd, Sparta;
4th, Athens.

21.

Potato Race, Juniors : 1st, S. Simonsen (Athens); 2nd, L. Gray
(Rome) ; 3rd, P. Valentine (Sparta); 4th, C. McLellan (Troy).

22.

Egg and Spoon Race, Open: 1st, R. Armstrong (Athens) ; 2nd, J. Mills
(Troy), 3rd, P. West (Troy); 4th, C. Greenway (Sparta).

23.

Egg and Spoon Race, Under 15: 1st, J. Le Mercier (Rome); 2nd, J.
Mapstone (Troy); 3rd, J. Toy (Athens); 4th, M. Jolly (Rome).

24 .

Interschool Overhead Ball: 1st, P.L.c.; 2nd, M.L.C.; 3rd, St. Hilda'sj
4th, P.M.S.

25.

Hop, Step and Jump: 1st, R. Beal (Rome); 2nd, J. Waddy (Troy);
3rd, D. Eddington (Athens); 4th, E. Sedgwick (Troy) .

26.

Sack Race, Under 15: 1st, P. Doust (Rome) j 2nd, J. Astbury
(Sparta) j 3rd, S. Simonsen (Athens); 4th, J. Melrose (Athens).

27.

Sack Race, Open: 1st, T. Clayton (Rome); 2nd, P. Bignell (Sparta) j
3rd, F. Arnold (Sparta); 4th, D. Young (Athens).

28.

Early Morning Race, Juniors: 1st, S. Simonsen (Athens); 2nd, R. Peet
(Athens); 3rd, H. Fewster (Rome); 4th, B. Leadlight (Troy).

29.

75 yds Open Championship: 1st, J. Waddy (Troy) ; 2nd, V. Mincherton (Sparta); 3rd, R. Beal (Rome); 4th J. Harris (Athens).

30.

75 yds. Under 16: 1st, Lois Bell (Sparta); 2nd, Y. Copeman (Troy) j
3rd, J. Wallace (Rome); 4th, J. Melcalf (Rome).

31.

Leap-frog and Dive, Seniors: 1st, Sparta ; 2nd, Troy; 3rd, Athens;
4th, Rome.

32.

Interhouse Relay, Jun iors: 1st, Sparta; 2nd, Rome; 3rd, Troy; 4th,
Athens.

33 .

Interhouse Relay, Seniors: 1st, Athens and Spartaj 3rd, Rome; 4th,
Troy.

34.

Slow Bicycle Race : 1st, P. Goodridge
(Athens); 4th, G. Raston (Troy).

35.

Old Girls' Race: 1st, Old Girls; 2nd, School.

(Rome);

3rd,

B.

Moss

J. MEDCALF.
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SOFTBALL

Softball this year has been more keenly followed than in previous years.
More interest was taken in the Interschool matches, and the introduction
of Interhouse softball matches led to more girls participating in this sport.
Two teams were formed at the beginning of the year, an "A" and "B"
team. The practices were held before school on most mornings and there
was quite a good attendance of both Senior and Junior girls.
The keenly followed Interhouse match during the first term resulted in
a win for Troy with Rome second, Sparta third and Athens fourth . Another round is being played this term, and as they are not yet finished the
final results are not known.
The standard in these matches was fairly high and gave most girls
a chance to participate.
In first term the polio epidem ic prevented many interschool matches
from being played, but we managed to arrange three matches against
St. Mary's, St. Hilda's and P.L.e., in which both "A" and "B" teams
competed. Much experience was gained from these matches, and at the
end of first term our field ing and batting had improved considerably.
This term we are competing against the other schools for a Softball
Shield. So far the "A" have won both the matches they have played and
"B" have lost one and won one.
We hope that next year softball will continue to improve, and we
wish them luck for interschool matches.
Many thanks are due to Miss Humphries for her coaching throughout
the year.
Results-First Term
"A" M.L.e. defeated St. Mary's
16-1
P.L.e. defeated M.L.e. " .
12-3
St. Hilda's defeated M.L.e.
7-5
"B" p.L.e . defeated M.L.C . ...
15-12
St . Hilda's defeated M.L.e.
19-6

Results-3rd Term
"A" M.L.e. defeated St. Mary's
M.L.C . defeated P.M.S. ...
P.L.e. defeated M.L.e. .. ,
M.L.e. v. P.e. and M.L.e.
printing.
"B" M.L.e. defeated St. Mary's
P.M.S. defeated M.L.e. .. .
M.L. .C defeated P.L.e. . . .
M.L.e. v. P.e. and M.L.e.
printing.

. .. ... ...
25-3'
.. . . . . ...
14-13
'"
.. , .. .
12-3
v. St. Hilda's not played at time of

26-13
15-8
14-4
v. St. Hilda's not played at time of
S. BUTCHER .

26

THE COLLEGIAN

December, 1954

"A" SOFTBALL TEAM CRITICISM

S. BUTCHER (pitcherl, Captain: A good enthusiastic captain .
ball sense, but pitching and batting a little erratic.

Has good

B. HEBITGN !catcherl: shows excellent judgment and plays her position
well. Batting could improve.
W. SCANLON (1st base): Plays a good, constant game.
N. LOHOAR (2nd base) : A good positioned player, but could still improve
in batting.

A. PROWSE (3rd base) : Shows a definite weakness in batting but plays
a good field game.
D. STEVENS (short stop) : Shows good anticipation in the field, and with
more practice could improve batting considerably.
P. WEST (short stop) : A good, consistent fielder, but could improve in
batting.
K. BUNGEY (right outfield) : Plays a good, constant game, with a strong
hit.

J.

MILLS !centre outfield): Plays a consistent game, with an excellent
throw and has a strong bat.

T. CLAYTON (left outfield): Plays well in this position, but shows a
definite weakness in batting.
"B" SOFTBALL CRITICISM

J.

ERICKSON (pitcherl: Bowling has improved, and with practice she
should prove a good player.

D. YOUNG !catcher): Plays rather an erratic game, but would improve
if she concentrated a Iittle more.

A. SMALL (1st base): Inclined to mis-time the ball when hitting, but
plays a good positional game in the field.
K. NEUMAN (2nd base) : Shows a definite weakness in batting but has
good judgment in the field.
P. HULL (3rd base): Inclined to mis-time the ball when batting, but
shows good ball-sense in the field.
S. CARR (short stop), CaptClin: Rather an erratic player, but would improve with more consistent practice.
D. SIDES (short stop) : An erratic player, but would improve with more
constant practice.
Y. COPEMAN (right outfield) : Plays well in the field, but inclined to misjudge the ball when batting and thereby over-swinging.

J.

KOSTEN (left outfield): A very valuable member of the team.
good anticipation and bats fa irly consistently.

Has

R. FLANAGAN !centre outfield) : An erratic player, but has good judgment
in the field .
GENERAL COMMENT.-AII players are inclined either to misjudge
the ball when hitting, or hit under the ball, causing fly-balls to be hit.
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TENNIS

Owing to the cancellation of the Interschool Tenn is Championships
because of the polio epidemic, our tennis matches were very limited in
First Term. Our only matches were one against Modern School, who
proved to be stronger, and two against P.L.e., each of us having a victory.
There was a very keen interest taken in the Interhouse tennis matches.
In first term, doubles were played and in third term singles. Troy is on
the way to winning this competition.
At the beginning of third term a number of girls entered for the
Schoolgirls Championships. Nancy Lohoar and Toni Clayton, our promising
juniors, are to be congratulated for their fine efforts.
Another cup has been given to us by Mrs. West for the Under 14
champion. We thank her and hope fo r some very keen compe ti tion
among the junior enthusiasts. Those who are leaving are envious of the
younger players who will have the two new courts to book days ahead
of playing. The demand for courts make singles unknown, except for
the matches.
D. STEVEN"S.
Last Year's Champions

Open Champion: Norma Blechynden.
Under 16 Champion: Pat West.
Under 14 Champion: To ni Clayton.
Res ults of Interschool Matches

Modern School defeated M.L.C.
P.L.C. (4 sets) defeated M.L. C. (31-15 games).
M.L.C. (5 sets) defeated P.L.C. (3 sets)

(40-35 games).
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HOCKEY

::;

Owing to the enthusiasm of all players and Miss Humphries, our
coach, we returned from our Easte r vacation this year armed with hockey
sticks. Our teams were chosen early and regular practices were arranged
for the "A" and "8" teams on Monday and Wednesday mornings and
Tuesday afternoons. The girls attended these with punctuality and the
When we met P.M.S . for our first match on
necessary enthusiasm.
July 17, the teams were combi ning well and were in good training. This
match proved to be one of the most exciting games of the season, although
it d idn't start at all well for us. At the end of the first half we were
losing 4-0, but by wonderful team spirit the girls d:d their best to uphold
the honours of the School and managed to score 3 goals in the second
half.
We won our next two matches, lost the third and drew in the fourth.
At this stage we had great hopes of winning the Premiership, but these
were dashed by a lapse in the second round of play. However, the girls
still played their hardest and in our second match against St. Hilda's
showed their fighting spirit more than ever. They shot two goals in the
last five minutes of play but just couldn't get that one we needed so
much. The match ended in a 4-3 victory for our opponents. Although
we had reason to admire greatly the determination shown by these girls,
we proved that we have it, too.
Our last match was against P.C
The competition in this was outstandingly keen, as the Premiership depended on the result. M.L.C was
privileged to be the first to congratulate the P.C girls on their very well
deserved victory which concluded a most enjoyable and satisfactory season.
Of our" A" team players, we will only have to say" good-bye" to Dot
Stevens and Jenny Mills, both of whom have been a great credit to the
team . With the growing enthusiasm of juniors and beginners, and the
greatly improved standard of "A" and "8" teams during the year, we
should do even better next season and will certainly try our hardest.
Social matches were again played throughout the second term, and
we have benefited greatly by these matches against stronger teams. Among
those teams that we played were: CCG.S., Wesley and Scotch Colleges,
Princess May High School and also the University team. The latter was
generally considered the most enjoyable and beneficial, the result being
6-3 to the University.
P. WEST.
HA" TEAM CRITICISM

J.
J.

MILLS (centre forward) : Played a good, constant game throughout the
season. Showed very good judgment in goal-shooting, particularly in
pushing ball in from goalie's pads.
RICKETT (left inner): Improved considerably towards end of season.
Has good team interest and passed ball well into forward line. Good
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shooting improved in last few matches. Was unable to play in last
two matches through fractured ankle.
J. MEDCALF (left wing) : Good stick work and playe d a good, constant
game. At tim es was not quick enoug h t o pick up a fa st ball on wing.
Has good centring pass.
D. YOUNG ( ri ght inside) : Pla yed a good tack ling game and shows considerab le promise as an attacking player. Played as ri gh t wing at the
beginning of season.
R. RHODE ( ri ght win g) : An outstan di ng player with good stick work and
speed. Pl ayed first half of season in same pos ition in "B" team , but
improved to such an extent that she was a definite advantage to the
"A" team.
Has a particularly strong right drive.
R. WHITEHEAD (right half-back and left half-back) : Played a good defence game but was at times not quick enough, and inclined to be a
bit slow in getting rid of the ball.
R. FLANAGAN (left half-back) : Pla yed a good defence game but was
not quick enough in hittin g the ball , and therefore often mi ssed good
opportunities. Inclined to dribble ball too far instead of pass ing.
P. WEST (centre half-back), Captain: Showed good team spirit. Played
a very good defence as well as attacking game. Distributed play evenly
to both sides. Quick in gathering ball but inclined to wander a little
too far. Strong drive .
K. BUNGEY (left full-back) : Played an outstanding defence game throughout season. Shows good anticipation and has a good strong drive.
I. CLAYTON (right full-back) : Played an outstanding game as a defence.
Good anticipation and a strong drive.
Inclined to come a little too
far up field, but combined very well with Kay Bungey.
N. LOHOAR (goalie) : Played an excellent game. Showed good anticipation
but came too far out of goals at times.
D. STEVENS: Played a better defence than attacking game. Showed good
judgment in distributing play.
"B" TEAM CRITIC ISM
WALLACE (left half-back and right inner), Captain: Very fast and
showed good anticipation. Needs to tackle a little more frequently
instead of leaving ball. Played a good inner as well as half-back.
V. MINCHERTON' (centre forward) : Played quite a good attacking game.
Goal shooting not very accurate and needs to tackle more often .
W. SHEPHERD (left inner): Played a good, constant game throughout
season. Goal shooting not very accurate.
J. HARRIS (right inner) : Speedy ; had good passing.
P. HULL (left inner) : Sometimes erratic. Was quick to ball but d id not
tackle sufficiently.
P. VALENTINE (right wing): Fast ; played a good game and improved
throughout season. Had a strong right drive.
P. HILFERS (right half-back ) : Played a good consistent game. Tackled
well and played outstandingly as a defence.'
B. TAPPER (right full-back) : Played a cons istent game and was an outstanding defence. Tackled well and had a good drive.
S. CARR (left full-back) : Played consistently and as a good defence showed
good anticipation.
G. PLAYLE (goalie): Improved tremendously throughout season . Needs
to use feet a little more frequently instead of stick.

J.
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BASKETBALL

This year there has been a marked improvement in the standard of
basketball, and although we didn't experience very many victories, the
games were looked forward to and enjoyed by all.
There has been an increasing enthusiasm shown by both junior and
Senior players, and it is pleasing to note the number of junior girls who
will in future years develop into very sound players.
Goal throwing is still one of the weakest points, but with more practice
and susta ined effort this could be overcome.
The goal-throwing competition continued this year, and the four
place-winners were: Wendy Spurgeon, joan Erickson, A. Prowse and Dawn
Nalder (joan and Wendy tieing for first place) .
House matches were played, thereby adding more interest in this
sphere of sport and giving many girls the opportunity to show their ability
at the game. The Trojans are to be congratulated on their win in the
House competition.
Many thanks are due to Miss Brody for her coaching of the "A", "B",
"C" and Under 15 teams throughout the season, and we also wish to
thank her for her enthusiasm and interest which were always present.
Results of the" A" Team Competition
M.L.e. defeated St. Mary's .. .
32-11
Modern School defeated M.L.e. ... ... . . .
28-14
P.L.C . defeated M.L.e. " . . ..
42-14
Perth College defeated M.L.e. ..
23-16
P.M .S. defeated M.L.e. .. .
25-16
P.L.e. defeated M.L.C. . .. . ..
26-9
St. Hilda's defeated M.L.e. ...
36-17
Results of the "B" Team Matches
M.L.e. defeated St. Mary's
11-9
P.M.S. defeated M.L.e. . . . . . .
26-23
P.L.C. defeated M.L.e. . . . . . .
26-20
. ..
M.L.e. defeated St. Hilda's .. .
29-28
M.L.e. defeated Perth College. ' . . . , . . . . . .
28-12
P.M.S. defeated M.L.e. ... . ..
29-16
P.L.e. defeated M.L.e. . .. " . . . . . . . . . .
12-13
M.L.e. defeated Perth College . . . . . '" .,.
13-12
A. PROWSE.

BASKETBALL "A" TEAM
S. BUTCHER (Captain): A dependable player. jumps well and handles
the ball cleanly. A very reliable captain.
e. PEARCE : Handles the ball well and shows good anticipation of opponents' moves, but at times a little slow.

December, 1954

31

THE COLLEGIAN

L. JAMES: A most promlsmg player. With a little more experience in
match play will make a very reliable defence . Good work, Lesley.
R. BEAL: Did not play a full season but showed promise as a defence
player. Must try to anticipate opponents' play more.
C. JONES : A very capable player, fast and versatile. Play has shown
considerable development.
W . SCANLON: A very fast, vigorous player, ball handling and footwork
good. Is incl ined to give up when "beaten"; must learn to vary tactics
more.
J. ERICKSON : Played well throughout the season but must learn to rely
more on her own goal throwing.
W. SPURGEON: A competent goal-thrower. Play lacks vigour at t imes
and ball handling is still unsure.
" B" TEAM
A. PROWSE (Capta in): Goal-throwing fairly sure but playing tactics need
to be more varied. Has captained the team well.
D. NALDER: Has played some very good matches during the season but
can not always be relied upon to play well.
K. NEIIMAN: A consistent playe r.
Ball handling and footwork sure.
Showed considerable development during season.
J. FLANAGAN: Lacked consistent effort but capable of playing well in
centre position. Must watch "running with the ball."
B. HEBITON: Played only part of the season. A good all-round player.
Combined well with Cynthia and Lesley.
J. WISHART: Play is erratic but promising. With more e'nthusiasm and
more practice should develop into a good defence player.
L. McDONALD: A good dependable defence wing. A fast, vigorous player
who jumps and handles the ball well.

SPORTS COLOURS
TENNIS

COLOURS

D. Stevens
P. West
S. Butcher
SOFTBALL COLOURS

S. Butcher
B. Hebiton
W . Scanlon
N. Lohoar
A. Prowse
P. West
D. Stevens
K. Bungey
J. Mills
ATHLETIC COLOURS

J. Waddy
V. Mincherton
R. Beal
L. Bell

I

HOCKEY COLOURS

P.
D.
J.
J.

West
Stevens
Mills
Medcalf
J. Clayton
K. Bungey
N. Lohoar
R. Whitehead
R. Flanagan
J. Rickett
D. Young
B'ASKETBALL

COLOURS

S. Butcher
C. Pearce
W. Spurgeon
C. Jones
W. Scanlon
J. Er ickson

32

THE COLLEGIAN

December, 1954

ORIGINAL
SCHOOL LIFE-AS SEEN BY CYN AND RO
(Wi t h apologies to W ordsworth, Goldsmith and all concerned)
Lines written on Boarders' Meals--from the Boarders' point of view.
School hath not any test quite so severe;
Strong would she be inside, who could survive
A meal so trying, and still stay alive.
The boarders, now like hungry wolves, do tear
The bread or gluey porridge, cold and bare;
Milk, sugar, jam, baked beans and tea all lie
Open unto the child and to the flySo keenly hov'ring in the freezing air.
Never did milk more sparsely ever spill
In waiting plates as on that early morn,
N'er waited they, nor hesitated till
The food was gone. But still they cried forlorn:
"Dear God! If only we' d enough to fill
Our empty stomachs, so with hunger torn ."
The Day-girl's idea:
Sweet was the sound when oft at evening's close
Up yonder lawn the boarders' murmur rose;
There as I passed, with careless steps and slow,
The mingling notes came clatt'ring from below.
The kids responsive as the tea-bell rung,
The sober staff that low'd to meet their young;
The noisy child that gabbled like a fool,
These playful ch ildren just let loose from school:
The teacher's vo ice that drown'd the whispering wind,
And her loud laugh that spoke the vacant mind;
They all in sweet confusion sought the ref,
To fill each gap the last sparse meal had left.
School Dance-from the boy's point of view:
All these fair females, unadorned and plain,
On school-dance night, to make sure that they'll reign,
Use every borrowed charm that dress supplies
And share with art the triumph of the ir eyes.
But when the charms are passed, for make-up's fail,
When time advances, we-their boy-friends-quail,
For each shines forth, solicitous to bless,
In all the glaring check of summer dress.
Maths. Master-from VIA's point of view
Maths. he could work out, answers to sums presage,
And also they were sure that he could gauge.
In scripture, too, this master owned his skill,
Though no-one answered, he could talk on still
With words of learned length and thundr'ing sound.
Amaz'd, the gaping sixth form clustered round,
And still they gazed, and still the wonder grew,
That one small head could carry all he knew!
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MORNIN C
Do you love horses? And have you ever ridden by yourself in the
early morning, far away from anyone else, to explore the countryside? It
gives you a most satisfying feeling.
The silver sky, with a fa int rosy glow over the eastern horizon, hangs
low over the grey, dewy world, which is hushed as if with expectancy.
The atmosphere is like that of a great, old, empty cathedral. You are
among mountains covered by t all grey-green gum trees, with grey-white
trunks; the silver-grey mist weaves around the valleys and thrusts wraithlike fingers into crevices and hollows, where sombre, cold shadow lies
like a blanket.
Deep in a rocky ravine, the ferns and trees c'uster together and clasp
hands, winding the ir arms about each other and bending forward to hide
a silver, tinkling creek, which laughs at the grey rocks and occasionally
escapes to send out a bubbling, singing hand to tickle the roots of the
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plants ;nd tease the underg rowth . At the edge of a rocky drop the
creek evades her protectors and gurgles, tumbl ing into the misty air, only to
be recaptured by the out-stretched green arms of the waiting ferns, growing
at the foot of the precipice. But in a last bid for freedom, the creek
'orings back from the gaping hole, s urrounded by leafy gaolers, and
mounts into the air as milli ons of diamond drops, which sparkle in their
liberty, before return ing forever to +he dark earth . The laughing of the
tinkling fa iry creek is now heard as muffled gurgling, because further
rlown the valley the grass and moss are trying to suffocate the sound so
th at the bush will not De wakened.
You are alone with your horse, so the two of you carry on long,
deep conversations on private subjects, but you are overheard bv the
creek and 2 kookaburra, who are so amused that you scurry away in
embarrassment.
The bush is awaken ing now. The kookaburra has shouted his joke
about you to th e tree-tops and the creek whispered it to the moss, but after
your first shyness you no longer care-you laugh with them. "The sunrise broken into scarlet shafts" now stains the silver-grey; bell-birds chime
the ir pure - toned songs and if you are very quiet you may see a lyre
bird behind the wattles. Around the cluster of big toadstools a procession
of ants are shifting camp to an orange fungus. They are observed by a
fat green frog among the reeds near th e creek. The orange surnrise, which
has turned the sky blue, the bush green, yellow, gold, brown and grey,
has dragged the mist-ghost from out of the valleys and burst in upon the
the dark crevices, robbing them of their mystery. Only the creek remains
silver, and that is because sr-e is so hidden from light that she must
always stay pale.
The mountains now tower majestically above you, the air is rin ging with
the sounds of the bush. Your horse senses the coming to life of his
surrounding and he grows impatient, prances, dances, until he infects
you with his overwhelming joy at being alive . So you gallop. You race
along, under trees, round rocks, over trees, over rocks, through bushes,
over logs! You glory in the recklessness of the pace, the cold air, the
delight of using your body, of feeling the powerful movement of the
animal beneath you and seeing the light gleaming on h is rippling .shoulders
and arched neck . The keen ears are pricked and the nostrils wide, to
catch the wonderful fresh bush scents. You tear down the valley, hoofs
ringing on stone, setting echoes flying from cliff to cliff; or thudding on
grass, until you catapault out on to the wide green plain, where you disturb
the peace of several amazed cows who gaze peevishly after you.
When you have returned home, and they ask you: "Had a good ride?"
you answer "Yes," but you do not tell them about the ants, or the frog,
or the imprisoned creek. They are appreciated by only the two of you.
And who understands the joy of that last gallop? Only you and your
horse.
R. FREDERICK.

JOURNEY FROM ENCLAND TO AUSTRALIA

On January 31, 1953, we left Tilbury amidst snow and hail on the
"Otranto," beginning the long journey to Australia. The river was rough as
the ship weighed anchor; streamers were flying and people were waving,
and through all these farewells we left England .
After making ourselves acquainted with the ship, the first item was
life-boat drill, and all passengers had to participate in it.
After our
spending half an hour trying to get the lifebelt on and not succeeding, a
sailor demonstrated it easily.
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It took three days for us to get used to the rocking of the ship, and
half the passengers spent rather an uncomfortable time during those
days. The ship's shop did a good business selling "Quells" and other
tablets.
The first port of call was Gibraltar but, unfortunately, we docked at
night, and so we couldn't go ashore. However, sellers came alongside in
little boats with coloured rugs, fans, brooches, bags and other attractions
for tourists. We sat up t ill midnight watching the lights all along the
coast and around the Rock.
At last the Mediterranean! We expected wonderful blue seas, cloudless
skies and yachts; but our spirits were dampened when we saw grey skies
and choppy seas. Instead of gazing at this we spent the days playing in
the deck tennis tournaments and in the mixed doubles of quoits. More
quoits went overboard than on to the circle!
Next stop Naples. This was what we had been waiting for . It was
raining when we docked, but the tourist coach was waiting to take us
to Pompeii and Sorrento. The driver and the guide sang Italian operas for
us all the way, at the same time calling out the places of interest. The
best place was the hotel at Sorrento, where we had lunch. Of course the
menu included spaghetti, and after an hour we gave up trying to eat it
the Italian way. There is a road that winds up and down to and from the
Bay of Naples, and the driver didn't seem to mind when the speedometer
reached 65, but we arrived there safely and spent the afternoon looking
at the ruins of Pompeii.
Musical boxes were the main attraction at
Sorrento and on our way home there were at least twenty different tunes
being played at once.
At the beginning of the Suez Canal it was freezing! We were all
wrapped up in rugs, much to the amazement of the hardy sailors. We
soon changed our minds at the other end, where we spent all day in the
ship's swimming pool.
Port Said was a very hostile place where all the Egyptian police went
around with guns on their backs. We could feel the different kind of
atmosphere there: everyone was tense, and queer faces peered at us from
behind shop doors. The Suez Canal was not really exciting-desert on
one side with a few camels, and oil tanks and a hospital on the other.
Then after Aden came the eight-day stretch to Colombo, and at first
we couldn't find anything to do. The swimming sports were run the
next day and a bathing beauty competition was held. The time passed
quickly and we were soon nearing Colombo. Some friends were there to
meet us and show us round the town, which was not a very pleasant
sight. Most of the street corners were occupied by beggars, and their
children, who are put out in the streets at an early age to beg. But there
were other more pleasant interests, including the beaches and the flowers in
the park. We arrived back just in time to catch the ship, but I believe
some missed it and had to catch it up by launch.
Last port of call- Fremantle . We arrived there on the 28th February,
and after farewells to everyone we left the ship only to find that the
furniture had all gone on to Sydney. There was no extra cost, so we
didn't really mind!
So ended our journey, and we left the wharf at Fremantle to go to
Cottesloe, where we were to stay w ith some friends. That is where we
still are.
W. SHEPHERD.
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THE HAPPY WANDERERS

In second term holidays this year, three sweet young things set out
from VIA to cast a glance round the backblocks and form their impressions
of country life-they now know that a cow has four legs. One young
couple they met were named Charlie and Emily--delightful animals belonging to the ferret family. They are covered with brown and white fur and
resembte the skunk in that they have an unpleasant odour.
It was arranged that a country bumpkin should take these city slickers
to watch the ferrets in action. On the particular morning the party roUed
out of bed to experience an unforgettable treat.
The animals were caged and transported to a thickly infested warren
where nets were laid over all the holes, and the ferrets were put down
to work. After a time our heroines became restless, so being rather conversant with "Quality Street" they started to recite it. One budding actress
was working to a dramafc climax with "When sudden ly out of the darkness
there appeared . . . " when a scream rent the air; there was a rabbit
struggling in her net. Chaos reigned supreme as the unfortunate was
extracted and another net set . In an instant out rushed another victimthis was too much for our delicate females, who forgot to re-cover the
burrow the third time, and thus lost their last prize.
The next two hours passed in silence, waiting for the ferrets to appear.
When they obliged, our happy wanderers returned to the homestead to
enjoy rabbit pie for supper.
H. BRISBANE.
HOME TO MALAYA

After the headache of Junior and Leaving pass, many of us begin to
think of the trip home to Malaya. Packing is the main problem; buyin~
new clothes to take out with us, making quite sure we don't pack our
passports at the bottom of our cases!
Soon the day arrives, and anyone going down to North Wharf and to
a certain shed can see a mixture of colour and creed; uniforms of every
schools from M.L.e., Western Australia, to Charters Towers, Queensland.
Looking through the wide shed doors we can see the "Charon," commonly
known as the "Hell Ship" by most people, including the crew.
The Customs men having departed, we all board the boat and say
many hellos to the steward and stewardess and other members of the
crew.
In all the confus ion some very amusing incidents take place,
regarding which cabin we are to be in and with whom we are to share
it. Last year one boy happened to pass and say, ") don't know what's
happened, but there's a 'M :ss' somebody in my cabin, and she's in SubLeaving!" Often there are these mix-ups which are regarded as highly
amusing by the onlookers. As the boat steams out we start singing some
ridiculous song, accompanied by a set of drums, flute and guitar.
The first night we settle down quietly, unpack and exchange greetings
with our cabin-mates. On the next afternoon most of us congregate on
the top deck. At one side of the boat someone is playing an "Annie Get
your Gun" record while in the middle a foursome is playing "Lion and
Cheat," and at the other end of the boat a group is listen ing to a melodious long-playing symphony.
We are all quite happy until someone
reminds us that the officers are trying to sleep.
Not many of us are seasick. We are used to the smell. Cattle are
down below, and at one end onions are frying. When we are midway
we get the two smells combined.
The days follow with fun and games for everybody-tournaments of
deck tennis and deck quoits and prizes are issued to the winners on
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the last night at sea. One of the highlights of the voyage is when the
boys tackle the officers at cricket. For every ball that goes overboard
6 points go against the team and the person responsible is out. There
must have been at least 15 balls which went over the side in one game.
On the last night we have a fancy dress dance party, and there are
prizes for the best costumes.
Early next morning, I mean EARLY (approximately 2.30 a .m. last
year) we are awakened by ligh.ts blinking in through the portholes and
a hideous row up on deck. We all jump out of our bunks with one
thought in our minds-Singapore! We spend the rest of the night lolling
half - asleep in deck chairs on the top deck.
At last, when the "Charon" is pulled into the dockyard , we really
let off steam . With more than 300 parents, relations and friends, and
the 130 children on the "Charon," the noise is almoiS,t, deafening'.
The Singapore children are allowed to disembark with their parents
and relations, whilst the Kuala Lumpur, Ipoh and Penang children have
to remain on the boat for lunch, and they are then sent to their respective
planes by the Airways Department men.
There is peace and quietness once more on board for the members
of the crew-until the return trip.
j. TAYLOR.
CHOP PICNIC AT NATIONAL PARK, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Having been one of the fortunate girls to visit M.L.C., South Australia,
during the August holidays, I will now endeavour to describe the chop
picnic at National Park.
We left Adelaide station at 10.15 a.m. on Saturday morning 31 st
August, eager to find fault with their National Park! We passed through
many suburbs and eventually arrived at Belaire, where we left the
train and continued on foot for 2 miles.
Up to date we could not
fault the scenery, which was truly beautiful. South Australia's National
Park differs from ours in that they have golf links and tennis courts.
Miss Humphries sent us in all directions to collect wood for the fire,
but I think most of the work was left to the South Australian girls.
judging by the way in which some of the chops and sausages were handled
and cooked, I feel desperately sorry for future husbands! Most of the
chops and sausages were cooked on the end of sticks, and by the time
the sticks had burnt through, and tl,e intended meal had fallen into the
fire, the lunch consisted of more sticks, ashes and dirt than was originally
intended.
After lunch we were free to explore and enjoy the beauty of the
Park . Gililan Wood, josephine Manifold, both of M.L.C., Adelaide,
and Wendy Scan Ion and myself made a foursome and set out for National
Park Station. We climbed about 200 steps (which seemed more like
2,000) and arrived at the platform, where an ancient timetable informed
us that the next train would leave for Adelaide on the following Friday.
We then descended another "2,000" steps and Gillian was going to ring
her Mother and ask her to pick us up in the car. Unfortunately, there was
no phone available, but a gentleman informed us, much to our horror, that
there would be a train leaving National Park Station in 7 minutes' time. So
up we went the "2,000" steps, reaching the top like the "Lithgrow
Flyer" (with apologies to Marjorie jackson) . We slumped on the seats
and puffed and panted until the train arrived exactly on time. Another
party of girls boarded the train at Belaire, and we returned to Adelaide
after a most exciting day of burnt offerings, ups and downs, and happy
memories of friendships made with the girls of Our sister State .
G. PLAYLE.
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CHRISTMAS

The gaudy blob of yellow moon hung bright
Between the inky trees,
That swayed and rustled softly in the night,
Stirred by the breeze.
A glowing sliver sheen spread o'er the sky
Above the sleeping town,
A single crystal-splinter star rose high,
Flashed pointing down.
Towards a wooden stable, where asleep
Upon a bed of hay,
And worshipped by the shepherds, with a sheepA gift for Him-He lay.
The animals drew near in silent praise,
And stood nearby
The Child, who, on that first of Christmas Days
Was born. Then from the sky
Burst forth a wave of vibrant joyful sound,
From cliff to cloud the music echoed round,
And tree and sky and star and moon cried out
Their joy in one resounding, rolling shout!
And sheep and oxen, standing in the stall,
Joined with all other animals, and all
Of Nature sang its welcome loud and clear
To Christ . .. but man was deaf, and could not hear.
And still on Christmas Eve there comes at night,
Pouring from high afar,
The same white-flashing, brilliant, rapier-light
Of that great star.
While people sleep and all the world is still,
The animals still sing
Of joy and peace, of beauty and the thrill
Of Christmas, to their King .
The donkey bows his head in silent song,
While songs of others peal.
He feels a deeper joy, has known for long
A pride they cannot feel.
Still, while the world vibrates w ith Christmas praise,
Glad and sincere,
While trees and flowers towards heaven turn their gaze,
Man does not hear!
R. FREDERICK.
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A FISH I NC TRIP

We were all awakened by the loud station gong, the sig,,'al that the
picnic day had started.
People rushed everywhere attending to lastminute tasks. After having loaded the two utilities and our car, we
started off before breakfast, but not before we had a cup of tea and a
large sandwich.
The early morning coolness had brought the kangaroos and emus in
hundreds, while from time to time an eagle rose from a carcass. The 'roos
as usual were not particular about where they went, swerving from either
side of the road or towards one or another of the cars.
The first stop was for breakfast, near the banks of the Ashburton
River; the tide had not come in and the narrow stream of water was
clothed on either side by soft, slushy, salt mud. A fire was lit and everybody helped to prepare the meal. Half a kerosene tin served for a billy
and it afforded some amusement when boiled, as the fire was large and
the wire handle hot and not too secure.
To show us the town of old Onslow was the next move. Slowly the
procession wound its way ir. graceful curves over the sandy salt plain
until we reached a road, which we were afterwards informed was the
main street of old Onslow. The cars drew up at what used to be the
hotel-all that is left now is an outsize cement bath, a baby's broken
cradle and sufficient broken bottles to prevent thousands of prisoners
escaping. In the distance could be seen the skeleton walls of the gaol
and the courthouse; later in the evening we visited them.
While we were admiring the peacefulness of a ghost town, a terr ible
roaring shattered the silence and the long over-due jeep raced up, braking
to a dramatic stop.
Our journey to the coast was not as easy as we had expected; the
cars had not gone Cl mile when the treacherous marsh became soft, tyres
lost their grip, and one by one the cars began to falter. All passengers
alighted and, with their pushing, the drivers finally managed to reach
safe ground. After having spent nearly an hour in the boggy mess, it
was decided that the Vanguard be left, so it was unloaded and its occupants found places in the Holden and Chev.
Just over the hill was a heavy marshy swamp which looked tricky.
The Holden raced over it, bouncing and swaying and, to the amusement
of the onlookers, the crossbar in the back came adrift, leaving Rosemary
and Ann holding on to air.
Safe the Holden, but not 50 the Chev. Half-way across it faltered
and everyone jumped off to push-without effect, for it was deep in the
slush. Finally, with more pushing, it reached the side.
The last to attempt the crossing was the jeep, which chose a new route,
proving disastrous, for right in the middle it sank, but help was at hand
and by manpower the little vehicle was lifted out to start again-this
time with success.
Soon the Holden had to be abandoned and then its passengers had the
fun of trying to find places to hold on to, not sit, on the running boards t
on top of the load and on the mudguards, w h ich was the safest position t
for if the car came to a precarious slope t one only to jump off. The
jeep nearly came to a bad end, but by the help of so many hands was kept
upright.
In a few minutes we saw the sea. Then began the unloading.
After an hour of getting very wet and not catching many fish, we saw
the jeep speeding along the beach to fetch us to go to the creek. Twenty
of us found places on it and started towards the old jetty. We continued
along pleasantly unti I the seventh wave proved bigger than anticipated,
sweeping over the jeep and drenching us.
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The creek was a still, blue stretch of water, bordered by quicksand.
We fished, past knee-deep in this heavy sa lt quicksand. Fish were in
plenty and for the next few hours the main conversation was "Pull on
your leads," which applied to the fishing net. Later the jeep conveyed
the party back in two loads, and it was time to pack for the homeward
journey.
The sun was in the driver's eyes and the outside passengers acted as
navigators. On a dangerous slope, on which all strength was needed to
stay on, we hit a bush which shed nasty little black ants all over some
people on the mudguard. They just had to endure the ensuing bites, for
nobody had a spare hand for brushing away ants.
We stopped for tea near the old gaol-house . The setting sun threw
dark shadows which, with the flickering shadows thrown by the fire,
added an eeriness to the place.
The forbidding gaol-house Icomed gloomily in the dusk. Inside the
heavy iron gates the empty cells gaped, contain ing the remains of dead
kangaroos, which looked strangely human. The nigh courtyard walls were
topped by broken glass set in the concrete, and in some cells great iron
The reservoir, halfrings and chains were embedded in the floor.
submerged in the ground, was partly filled with rubbish, and a lighted
match showed lizards scuttling away under the debris.
Tea round the campfire was made brighter by the headlignts of two
cars. The long day seemed to draw to a climax as the fire died down
and we prepared to start home. Now, with three vehicles all in order,
we travelled home in comfort towards the cheery lights of Minderoo homestead, where we evenutally arrived tired but happy.
E. C. GREENWAY.

"RUSTY"
Rusty, a red cloud kelpie, was left to guard the homestead on Show
Day while his master and mistress were away. He felt extremely proud
of the responsibility which had been placed on him, and investigated every
noise, no matter how usual, durin g the afternoon.
The afternoon was unduly hot, and after an extremely energetic
run to the bottom of the garden he trotted back to be in the shade of
the verandah . A slight noise made him prick his ears, but he closed his
eyes after a second or two and was soon dreaming that he was chasing
a sheep-killer from his master's flock. The sheep, bleating loudly, were
fleeing from the fighting dogs.
There came an unusually loud bleat, and Rusty woke with a start, to
find that the sound had been real.
In the far paddock, against the evening sky, the dust was rising in
clouds from a flock of wildly running sheep-running in circles on the
stony ground. He lifted his nose and smelt the air; the scent of blood,
sheep's blood, was wafted to him, together with the scent of a dog-a
killer dog!
Rusty growled, his eyes sparkled, and the hair rose on his neck and
down his back. Charging towards a hole in the fence he squeezed himself
through and set off over the scorched paddocks at an amazingly fast trot.
The heatwaves were still dancing oin the stony ridges and the far
horizon, and Rusty was soon panti ng for breath, his tongue dripping with
moisture and his legs shaking.
The boundary of the paddock was reached at last, and there, in front
of him, stood the killer-his eyes gleaming with hate, his black and tan
coat merging into the brown of the dried grass.
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Rusty hurled a snarling challenge and the dog descended on him at
once, evidently only too ready for a fi ght and being quite sure of a victory,
as he was larger and of a heav:er build. The killer's teeth showed white
in the red cavern of his mouth, and his muzzle was flaked with the
blood of the sheep.
The enemy leapt at his throat, but with a deft tw ist Rusty was beyond
the reach of the clashing fangs . Rusty now had the advantage and
fastened his teeth into the dog's flank. The killer wrenched himself free
and, with a cunning jerk, sent h is assailant to the ground, to pin him
under his greater weight, till his teeth were fastened in the thick fur
around Rusty's throat. The few stars, which had begun to show dimly in
the sky, swam in the smaller dog's vis ion, the sky was a peculiar red,
he felt dizzy and sick and all the while the killer's grip was strengthening,
pressing on his windpipe and see king for the vital ve in.
With a mighty effort he threw the bigger dog and swayed dizzily to
his feet. The dog lunged again. Rusty staggeringly side-stepped, and
as the killer's impetus carried him past his enemy Rusty fastened his
teeth into his throat.
The black and tan body kicked and struggled under him, but Rusty's
grip was merciless, the jugular vein was broken, and the sheep-dog tasted
the killer's lifeblood in his mouth.
He slumped over his victim, his world went black, and he lay motionless in a spreading pool of blood.
The car lights briefly silhouetted lhe two dogs. They swerved on,
then back aga in, to hold the motionless heap within their yellow glare.
The engine stopped and a door slammed, then someone bent Over him,
feeling urgently for his heart, listening for his breathing.
Rusty's body quivered slightly; he opened one dim eye, feebly trying
to wag his tail for his master. "He's alive! He's alive!" was the joyous
shout, and Rusty was borne homeward where h is wounds were bathed
and bandaged. He was made comfortable and was left for the night in
a box in the warm kitchen.
Rusty is old now, but he occupies a high place in his master's esteem,
and still greets visitors with a glad wag of his tail and a knowing bark.
E. SMALL

TWO PLACES OF INTEREST IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA
Buddhist Temples in Penang
At Ayer Itam on Penang Island is one of the most beautiful and best
examples of Buddhist temples. It is on a hill, with an approach through
small, dirty huts, then one comes to a long flight of granite steps with
beautiful carvings and arches around and above. At the tortoise pool, one
is obliged to buy small biscuits and green food to feed these sacred animals.
The flights of steps continue upwards, branching several times. Gardens
and rockeries fill every space. Temple succeeds temple . Each of the
races of Buddhists-Siamese, Japanese, Chinese, Burmese and Singalesehas beautiful temples containing models of Buddha in various clothes of
honour, surrounded by statues of less important gods. Most of the
temples are built of white stone, and have much gilded woodwork.
A Typical Malay Market
While staying at Kuala Muda Rubber Estate in Kedah , Malaya,
vis ited a Malay market at Sungei Pata ni.
Some of the goods for sale were "fresh" fi sh, various dried and salted
meats, dirty vegetables, fruit-mostly in bunches as it grows, half- dead
"chickens" tied togeth e r by their legs in fours , condiments and grains
of every colour weighed out in katties (varying from 1 -1- to 3 Ibsl, and
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a we'rd collection of livestock-pigs, fowls, geese and chickens .
The people who sell and buy the food are Malays and poorer types of
Chinese and Indians. Often at night these people become food suppliers
to Malay bandits, while during the day they return to their normal market
life.
J. PEET.
IN THE LOWER SOUTH-WEST

The development of the South-West, especially in the extreme southern
area, is primitive compared with most other areas of this State.
The chief occupation is dairy farming. This industry is only in the
early stages of development and so the farmers are not as wealthy as
could be expected. In fact, the people who receive the best income as a
rule are the butcher, the baker, tile grocer and the chemist, as they have
so many customers.
Ever since the earliest settlers dwelt there, small farms were scattered
far apart all over the countryside. Slowly, little towns began to grow,
with shops to support the farmers with the necessities that they could not
provide for themselves. The farmers begin work early in the day and
finish late in the evening to milk their cows at the right times. During
the day they clear the land or plough the fields and cultivate crops of
clover, and sometimes oats for fodder for their cattle. Many farmers just
struggle for a living, as the soil is not very fertile, and so far dairying
has not been very lucrative. Each day a specia l truck visits all the farms,
collecting butterfat for cheese factories at Margaret River or cream for
butter factories in other towns.
A few farmers keep some sheep, but not many people do, owing to the
disease of foot rot which the sheep develop by living in wet areas.
Farmers living closer to Perth are more fortunate, as they are able to
raise and fatten cattle to se ll at the Perth markets. The fattened animals
are sent to Perth by road or rail in the early morning of the market day,
before the weather becomes too hot, and so preventing any danger of
the animals losing their good condition from the extremely uncomfortable
heat.
The climate is typical!y Mediterrean, with its warm summe rs and
cool, wet winters . The wet winters often seem to be longer than the
warm summers.
The wealth of timber has made sawmilling an important industry,
even in the early days, when timber was shipped from jetties at Hamelin
and Flinder's Bays, both of which are now not used. Mainly the hardwood,
jarrah, is sawn, but karri is also milled on a smaller scale. There is an
abundance of the marri, or red gum tree, but owing to the veins of gum '
in the timber it is almost useless for mill ing. However, it is an excellent
wood for fires.
The timber mills are run by various firms, and many different types of
people work on them-immigrants, farmers whose business is growing lax,
and men hardened to the game. The trees are felled and barked in the
bush and the logs are taken to the mills on trucks or sometimes by a steamengine which pulls the railway trucks on which the logs are loaded. At
the mill, the logs are rolled on to a landing to be t a ken into the mill for
sawing. The timber is used for building and smaller t imber is cut up for
fruit cases. Some timber is stacked in the open to be seasoned and some
is sent away to other countries or to the Eastern States from the ports of
Busselton or Bunbury.
Many smaller mills are planted around the larger mills, and they are
called "sleeper-mills" because they cut timber spec ially for sleepers in
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ra ilway lines. They are not allowed to cut logs over a certain size, or to
cut any other so rt of t imber besides sleepers.
Pine plantations are cultivated so that the State has some softwood of
its own, and mills for sawing the pine trees have been opened.
Tobacco-growing is being carried out in the South-West and is used
commercially in small quantities.
Salmon fishing has been opened up recently, at Hamelin Bay, about 30
miles north of Flinder's B",y. In the right seaso n for the salmon, about
February and Ma rch, men, women and children can be seen on the
shore, waiting for a shoal of fi sh to be caught by net, and when the
salmon are brought ashore everyone helps to cut and clean them , ready to
be sent away to be canned.
Tour ists are attracted to the area because of the beauty of the leafy,
green forests, and in spring there are many colourful wild flowers.
The caves, the beaches and fishing are also an attraction. Although
only a small number of caves are open for sightseeing, it has been reckoned
that there must be about a thousand caves between Busselton and the
south coat. All these caves are not accessible.
It is very interesting to travel along the back tracks in the SouthWest. The green trees, with their undergrowth , make a pretty scene,
and in springtime there are very colourful hues, purple hovea, yellow
wattle and other shrubs and plants not so common . Where a river flows ,
arum lilies and ferns cluster along its banks . Passing along the rough
tracks, one may see pine plantat;ons, a lonely farm, or an area wherp
karri trees grow well and are bunched together, so gigantic as to bloc\<.
one's view of the distant horizons. In some places, in a sorrowful-looking
state, charred and blackened trees, the results of a devastating bush fire, so
common in the summer, can be seen. It is a mere occurrence when the
car nearly collides w ith an animal tnat may dart out on to the road; it is
usually a kangaroo, or maybe a rabbit, and occasionally an emu shows
itself. Sometimes wild horses are seen surreptitiously watching one's
movements; especially in the dusk many kangaroos cross our pathway in
search of their tea.
Although dairy farming is not fully developed, we look forward to the
time when it will be a very important industry, and so help the SouthWest to be opened up more extensively.
j. SHEPHERDSON .

MARCH 29
I shall always remember Monday, the 29th of March, 1954, as it was
on that day that I attended the Women's Reception held at the University
for the Queen . A month beforehand I had rece ived the invitation-a big,
white square with the seal of the Government and the words in gold
lettering.
The day was fine but not too hot, for which we were thankful, as
the reception was to be held in the open air in the Somerville Auditorium.
We were all there an hour before the Queen was scheduled to arrivemore than eight hundred wo.men, some beautifully dressed, all very
excited.
At last we heard the distant throb of motor bikes approaching and the
roar of the crowd as the Queen and her Consort drove slowly along the
Highway.
A thri 11 of excitement ran over the assembly and the boredom of
tedious waiting vanished . The engines of the motor bikes stopped and
for ten minutes there was complete sile nce while we sat with ears straining for the first sound of her approach . At last, a fanfare of trumpets
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he ral ded her arr:val; we all rose and the Queen entered the Auditorium.
She was greeted by Mrs. Hawke , the w ife of the Premier, and was
escorted along a red carpet t·o the dais. As she walked up the aisle
women on both sides dropped curtseys and the Queen acknowledged this
mark of respect with a sligh t and pleasant smile.
Once she was on the dais, while the National Anthem was being sung,
we a ll could see the clothes of the Queen-an emerald green silk dress with
a hat of the same colou r. She wore white gloves, bag and shoes. The
Queen is very s mall and dai nty, much more so than one would think
from her photographs. She is not beautiful, but she has a very charming
smile .
After a speec h of welcome, read by Mrs. Hawke, the Queen' rose and
responded . Her voice was very clear and well-modulated and reached
every corner of the silent, breathless auditorium . At the completion of
her speech she was presented with a book on Western Australian wildflow e rs, which she graciously accepted.
Then, all too soon, the time came for her departure. The crowd rose
again and as the Queen moved slowly down the aisle she was introduced to
a few of the women . We all strained for a last glimpse of the charming
and lovely lady who is our Queen before she vanished through ,the entrance,
leaving a thrilled and excited crowd behind her.
D. WILLlAMS.

Drawn by ELIZABETH SMALL
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"FAREWELL"

When Queen Elizabeth and her Consort left Fremantle on 1 st April,
1954, I was lucky enough to be with three other Sea Rangers on a launch
out in the harbour to say "Farewell" to the "Gothic." Our launch,
"Midstream," was the chief marshalling boat for the day, so we were really
lucky. "Midstream," about 31 tons, was equipped with a two-way radio
tuned into the signal station, and we had on board a fully trained naval
wireless operator. The launch was manned by Royal Australian Naval
Reserve officers and also had a policeman on board. The latter was in
case we should have any trouble enbrcing the law.
Shortly after 11 a.m . we moved away from the jetty and cruised
down to a buoy just beyond the Railway Bridge. This was to be our
pOSition until about 3 in the afternoon, when the harbour would be
closed to incoming traffic. Eadh craft had to report to "Midstream" to
rece ive instructions regarding the area in which they were to anchor.
Thus we were able to see every boat as it came through. During the rest
of the morning very few came by-only a few luxury launches. After an
exceptionally nice dinner in the cabin below we came on deck to find
that more and more launches, yachts and even tiny dinghies were venturing out to say good-bye to the Royal vis itors. Some of these craft were
so really peculiar that it will be very hard to forget them. There was one
little rowing boat bobbing about in the water, almost swamped beneath
huge flags-but the people were enjoying themselves!
As the harbour was closing at 3 p.m., most of the boats came through
between 1.30 and 2 .30, but just on 3 the "Zephyr," packed with people,
came ploughing down the river. As soon as she had passed we left our
position, inspected the guard of honour inside the harbour and then went
beyond the moles to see the rest. Out there were the most picturesque
boats of all-the fishing fleet.
Pennants of every colour decked the
rigging of these old boats. They were not streamlined but sturdy, weatherbeaten craft painted blue, brown and black. They were overflowing with
people of all ages, but all were singing to the accompaniment of piano
accordeons and guitars. Really, we felt as if we were in the Mediterranean as we listened to the Italian songs.
After this we went back to the harbour and tied up to a buoy at the
head of the "inside craft" to wait. As we waited the huge aircraft carrier
H.M .A.S. Vengeance left the harbour.
It was a wonderful sight to see
the huge ship, with the crew faCing outboard, moving majestically up the
harbour. As she and the other escort ships passed us we dipped our
Ensign in salute.
At last we heard the cheering on the wharf and knew that the Royal
car had arrived. About 15 minutes later we caught sight of the Royal "
couple on the observation bridge.
A few minutes later the "Gothic"
moved out into the middle of the harbour, and as she came past us,
"Midstream" also began to move and we led all the other boats out
behind the "Gothic." We were directly behind her, and as I turned
around I saw all the other boats fol lowin g.
It was truly beautiful: the
water foaming from the wash of many motors; horns being sounded on
every boat; the moles on either side parked with cheering crowds; and on
each mole a Scottish pipe band playing "Will ye no came back again?"
And the centre of all this was the gleaming white "Gothic" carrying its
Royal passengers and bearing the Royal Standard .
Outside the harbour, when the "Gothic" dropped the pilot, we came
alongside and cheered our very loudest, and we, like everyone else, were
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sure that we received a special wave. The four of us waved our Sea
Ranger hats from side to side above our heads, and were most surprised
and thrilled to see the Duke take off his own cap to wave back in the
same manner. He then drew his wife's attention to us, and she trained
her movie camera on us for a moment or two-quite a thrilling experience!
We went a little furth er with the "Gothic" and then , finding it time
to return , we turned about and, with a final wave, made for the harbour.
As we went through the moles I was standing at the stern of the
launch, watching the sun go dowr. in the west and the "Gothic" disappearing over the horizon to my right. I knew that the sun would return
next day and I hoped with all my heart that Her Majesty and her husband
would also return one day.

J. MEDCALF.
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FORM NOTES
HOUSE

BARCLAY

Barclay House was painted during the holidays and looks very nice.
We have got a new teacher called Mrs. Woodman in place of Mrs.
Thorpe, because Mrs. Thorpe got very ill and left us. We are very sorry
about it but we hope Mrs. Woodman will enjoy Barclay House as much
as Mrs. Thorpe did.
We have also got some tadpoles and two frogs, but one died. We went
to the Wild Life Show with the school and it was very interesting. We
liked the snakes, the wild flowers and the films that we saw before we
went back to school.
One or two days this term we went down to the river at the back of
the school and found a lot of interesting things and brought them back
with us.
A few weeks ago Mrs. Smith brought a little doll down to us. The big
girls liked it just as much as the Infants. We call it Wendy Smith.
All of us, too, enjoyed the box of dolls' clothes Mrs. Shepherd sent
down for us, and we thank her very much for the new dolls, for repainting
the cot and getting the big girls to make new bedclothes for the cot.
A few weeks ago some visitors came from the Teachers' Training
College to see our dancing and written work. On Saturday it was our
School Sports. Troy was the house that got the most pOints, and the
best runners in Barclay House this year were Jody Fitzhardinge, Susan Dray
and Lorrain Jones .
Now we are beginning to think of the end of the year and our
Chri stmas play.
SANDRA GODFREY,
Form III B. Age 8} years.

iliA

AND

IVB

Although our classroom is in Burnside, away from the main school, it
is still very bright and cheery. We always have bright flowers and the
window-sill is lined with pot plants. Also we have a little museum with
different things in it, such as pearl she lls and star-fish.
We have two good runners-Lyn Gray and Lorraine Smith . Our best
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swimmer is Sandra Kelly. Pat Giles tops the class. Our artist is Elizabeth
Fletcher.
Thanks to our teacher, Mrs. Edwards, we have had good results in
all our work .
IV A
During the past terms we have had visits to the Museum to see the
Coronation Robes, to the State Ballet and to the Town Hall to see an
Arts and Crafts exhibition. Jill Grey-Smith is our best artist and has
helped us in many ways, such as in the class magazine . Gretta Stewart
and Val Harrison are two of the top girls in school work. Betty Metcalf
has a position in a house team in hockey and Jan McDonald has a position
in a house softball team. Owing to Mrs. Moore's patient teaching, many
of us have picked up in our work. We have welcomed 11 new girls, five
of whom are boarders.

VC 3
Among the items of interest which have occurred this year is, firstly,
the Boarders' Birthday Party, to which all of the day girls in our form were
invited . It was a most enjoyable evening and we have the boarders to
thank fo r giving us such a good time.
The outings to the Ballet, Symphcny Concert and to see the Coronation
Robes also gave a lot of pleasure to the girls in our form .
Early in September we were taken to the Wild Life Show which was
held in the Perth Town Hall, and here we saw a wonderful collection of
animals, birds and wild flowers.
The class leaders for this year have been Ann Greenway, Deidre
Prowse and Kay Waldron .
Sport
V C 3 has three good runners this year-Lois Bell, Margaret James,
and Janice Mincherton . A few of our girls have gained places in the
Under 15 teams . They are: Glenda Dewar (basketball), Claire Telfer,
Margaret Pearson and Janice Mincherton (in the hockey) and Robin Ellis
and Deid re Prowse in the softball.
The boarding house was sorry to lose Diedre Prowse, who is now livi ng
near the Zoo. Beware, Deidre!
The class is well known for its loud voices, but the best known of
these is Fewster's Foghorn.
One of our members was complimented by an artist for her glorious
golden locks.
We wonder who the girl was who dropped her glove in the bus coming
back from the Symphony Concert to see if the St . Louis' boys would be
polite enough to pick it up for her. Was she disappointed?

VC 11
Form Vc I1 ,has been a very happy class this year under the able
leadership of Mrs. Campbell, who makes a very nice form mistress. Our
form officers this year have been:
First Term : Capta in, Judy Kasten; Vice-captain: Jenny W oods; Sports,
Dianne Roberts.
Second Term : Captain, Dianne Roberts; Vice-captain, Janice Tonkin;
Sports, J udy Kasten; Vice Sports, Judy Toy.
Third Term: Captain, Judy Kasten; Vice-captain, Gay Cl a rke ; Sports,
Judy Toy; Vice Sports, Dianne Roberts.
In our form we have only one school team player, Judy Kasten, but
we have quite a number of artists, such as Jan Melrose, Wendy Small,
Janet Gunston and Judy Toy.

December, 1951

THE COLLEGIAN

49

Our form was very much to the fore when we cheered our gracious
young Queen as she went back to the "Gothic" to sail home to England.
Another outing we enjoyed was a trip to the ballet which was, of course,
looked forward to very much.
When the Queen's Coronation Robes were here in Western Australia,
we went to the Museum and looked at the beautiful gowns and glittering
jewellery. During the second term a French concert was held at the Burt
Memorial Hall. Madame Hanslicek trained us in singing a short musical
French play, which went very well.
Mrs. Bownes had a great fr ight one morning during second term. This
was caused by two trick spiders, which Jan Melrose's father brought
back from Sydney.
We had an educational tour of the Arts and Crafts Exhibition in the
Perth Town Hall, which was very interesting.
At the end of first term Gay Clarke came top of the form, and when
the second term's examination results came out, Dianne Roberts headed
the list.
A special school concert was helped by the Western Australian Symphony Orchestra and our form attended it. We enjoyed this very much,
as it was so unusual.
Altogether, we have had a most enjoyable year.

VC 1
At the beginning of this year we were very glad to welcome
twelve new girls to VC I, some of whom have, in the short time here,
succeeded in obtaining places in the various school sports teams. During
this year we have attended various outings, among which were the trips
to the State Ballet at His Majesty's Theatre, the Queen's robes at the
Museum and a symphony concert at the Capitol. We were very sorry
to lose Miss Brody as form mistress, but thank her for the help she has
given us throughout the time she had us. We are also very grateful to!
Miss Shaw for taking Miss Brody's place and helping us through the
last part of the year.

VB 11
At the beginning of 1954 we arrived back at our school and were
delighted to find ourselves in the large and airy new classrooms. Having
finally settled down to prepare ourselves for the approaching year, we
were very disappointed to receive the news that we were to change rooms
with VB I, who had been in the same room the previous year.
The first term ran smoothly, with Janice Ricket as form captain.
There was not very much excitement at the beginning of this term, as
all the excitement was being saved for the Queen's visit on March 26,
1954, which, in everyone's mind, will be remembered as a great h istorical
event in Western Australia.
After arriving back for second term, Kay Bungey was elected our new
form captain . We then discovered that we had to settle down and study
hard for the exams which were to be held about three weeks after our
arrival. When we had finished our exams a keen interest in sport was
shown by all, and everyone tried hard for both hockey and basketball
teams, and many girls succeeded in gaining a position in either "A" or
"8" teams .
At the end of the term a debate was organised between VB I and
VB 11, in which three girls from each form took part, and the result was a
draw , as there had been many strong and interesting arguments .
For third term Yvonne Copeman was elected our form captain . She
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also took great interest in the athletics and was the Under 16 champion .
Our athletic sports were held on the 16th October and, owing to Miss
Humphries' careful organisation everything ran smoothly. The results of
this were: Troy 1, Rome 2, Sparta 3 and Athens 4. There were numerous
events in which our form mates took part and showed great ability.
VB II and VB I are un iting together to organise a tuck shop to rais.e
money for various functions which will be held uring the coming weeks.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs. Howe, who has
worked hard in preparing us for our Jun ior next year.
VB I
On the whole, this has been rather an uneventful year for VB I, our
only outing being to a symphony concert in second term.
No more
excursions have been made, but we have been otherwise occupied (?).
Quite a few of our girls have represented the school in various sport!!
and competitions. Two girls were included in the group which visited
M.L.e., Adelaide, during the August holidays.
We would like to thank Mrs. Lutz, ou r form mistress, and Mrs. Howe
who made a very interesting debate with VB II possible. In this debate,
"Should housework be abolished between the hours of 6 and 9 p .m.?"
many good views were expressed. At the close of the debate the audie nce
was invited to expound any ideas it might have on the subject. The
debate, which resulted in a draw , was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.
On Shakespeare Day, VB I acted a scene from Julius Caesar, which
was produced by Mrs. Lutz, and we thank her very much for devoting so
much of her time to it.
In conclusion, we would like to extend best wishes to the girls who are
leaving and happy holidays to all.
VA 11
After our VB dormancy we were awakened rather abruptly to the
fact that our mental capacities had not yet attained their equivalents.
However, we have enjoyed our year and the privileges Which accompany
our rank. We have had two most enjoyable biology excursions, one to the
sea-shore and another to the Muse um . Also we went to "Twelfth Night,"
which we all thoroughly enjoyed. We would like to thank all the mis~
tresses, especially our form mistress, Mrs Matthews, for taking us through
the year with such tolerance.
Our members who have shone on the sporting field are Joan Erickson,
Beth Hebiton and Jenny Mills. Jan and Val Min cherton found notable
positions in athletics, but Beverley, one of our leading athletic lights, was
unfortunately unable to compete.
We wish all our members who are leaving us this year every succes,s
for the future, and we hope that next year's VA II will have as happy a
time as we have had.
VA I
This year we have somewhat quietened down, that is, in comparison
with previous years, because of the dark cloud looming up on our
horizon! We are an optimistic crowd because someone once said, "There
is no harm in hoping," but our would-be tutors are not so enthusiastic
about our "bright prospects."
Our class activities have been limited as a result of our endless urge,
to learn. We have been on two biology excursions, one to the Museum
and one to the beach . The latter proved a little dampening to the spirits
because some of us fell in and a wet gym. tunic is most uncomfortable to
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walk in. The Museum trip was quite amusing, although one or two of us,
walking out of the building with our friends, were almost accused of
stealing Museum property. Others, in their attempts to investigate the
mouth parts of mammals and various animals, were nearly devoured.
Along with the rest of the School we thoroughly enjoyed the Queen's
visit in first term. We would have liked to see more of our Sovereign,
but owing to the polio epidemic this was not possible .
As a whole, our class doesn't shine under the spo rt spotlight, but a
few of our members have been outstanding.
Mrs. Warne, our form mistress for the year, has been very patient
and understanding, and we wish to thank her and all the other mistresses
for all they have done for us this year.
To those who are leaving, we say "au revoir" and the best of luck
for the future. We are sorry to see you go, but we hope you will keep
In touch with us.
Well, girls, heads down until Junior is over and then good hunting
in the results.

VI
Although the Leaving is looming closer and closer, and our work and
various duties are starting to interfere with our pleasure activities, we feel
that we have managed to excel any previous VI A in having fun and in
upholding M.L.C.'s name in the social world. A common cry this year
has been, "Anybody got a spare boy?" and with the help of the bureau
run by two of our number, and by lead ing and exchanging our · male·
acquaintances, we have found at least one partner for every girl.
Our more studious colleagues -VI B-dominate and look down from
their intellectual top peak at us, the multitude below, who live as we can,
there in our "room of silence."
Occasiona lly we have been able to escape to VI A's one remaining
haven, the music corridor, to discuss current · affairs and to add to our
record of important events. This modern edition of the Doomsday Book
may be consulted at any time, by anyone. Feminine sports are ranked
with politics and religion and are left severely alone in our form discussions, as opinions differ violently on the advisability of compulsory
school sport. Ideas also vary on the correct length of gym. tunics. One
exception in our policy of "laissez-faire" concerning politics has been
the Petrov, or, as the chief wit has christened it, the Horsetrov case.
Many has disagreed with the ideas given at the Royal Commission and
.some of us have waxed quite eloquent when standing on desks or fruit
boxes and propounding our theories.
The Leaving trial has shown us just how extensive our knowledge is it reaches even to the description of mucor as "a bread mole." The
Binomial Theorem seems to have caused our mathematicians some trouble,
although much amusement as well. There are still several weeks left,
during which VI A shall live the life of recluses, and devote themselves to
books, before they burst out upon the unsuspecting world as four teachers,
two kindergarten teachers, three nurses, two agricultural scientists and
one sportsmistress.
We feel that we may as well leave now, as we no longer have a
Prefects' Lawn and have to mix with the masses, who fail to treat our
superiority with due respect. We hope that next year's VI A will continue to wage war against the increasing trend of socialism in the School.
Rule by the upper classes no longer prevails, and Sixth Form of today
is not the revered, awful Mecca that it was five years ago.
We would like to thank Miss Corr for her patience and gu idance
throughout the year.
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Financially, 1954 has not been as successful as the preceding year.
It began full of hope for a grand fete; committees were busy, needles
plied back and forth in their effort to swell the work stall, and a few
cash donations had already been received. A few fathers, those more
experienced with the hammer and saw, square, level and 24 in . gauge,
worked hard for several Saturday afternoons making stalls.
Even the
advertis ing was well in hand, when only 2 or 3 weeks prior to the date
the polio epidemic sealed the fate of our fete. It was a sad blow to those
who had already put a lot of work in the respect ive sections of the
whole. Opinions were varied at the time, as to whether we should
continue with our project unreservedly, carry on with a restricted programme, or suspend operations altogether. It was finally decided to adopt
the definite suspension.
With our means of raising money thus curtailed (for we could not
even organise other functions with safety), it was decided to launch an
appeal for straight-out donations. While this scheme did not yield anywhere near what we had hoped to make from our fete, the result was
very satisfactory under the circumstances, a total of about £80 being
received.
During the first term a tennis party was enjoyed one Saturday afternoon
in April. The boarders again proved excellent hostesses and even allowed
some of their parents to win a set occasionally. They even asked that
the company be mixed up, and parents play on the same side as girls
so that at least some parents may be on the winning side.
Our activities during the second term began with a welcome to parents
whose daughters had commenced their attachment to the College in 1954.
On the evening of May 28 these new parents were the guests of the
Association, and all were entertained with some delightful music by some
of the members of the Guild of Young Artists of Perth and two Old Girls
of the College.
On July 2 the Prefects' Dance at the Cottesloe Civic Centre proved to
be an outstanding social success. It was the first occasion on which the
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Association had taken the responsibiilty of organising this function, and
in deciding to rendezvous at the Civic Centre, some doubts were entertained as to the wisdom of our choice. But the apparent enjoyment witnessed among the girls and their partners, and the unconcealed pleasure
they exhibited in daintily removing the appetising supper left no doubt
that the decision in choosing this venue was justified. There is a certain
dignity, too, about that ballroom that does not exist in other places, unless
perhaps in the Assembly Hall of M.L.e.!
The presentation of "Qual ity Street" during second term held our
interest from start to finish. The play was very ably produced by Mrs. A.
Waddy, assisted in the matter of stage effects and electrical work by some
of the willing parents and friends . This efficiency and willingness were
well-matched by the aptitude of the actresses, and all combined to render
the production a really good one.
At the conclusion of the business of our third term general meeting,
we were entertained by Mr. Chinnery, assisted by his daughter (Mrs.
Edwards) and Miss Pascoe, who gave us a locally produced version of
"The Pirates of Penzance." This had been received on to a tape recorder,
and was played back to us, the d ialogue and the words of the songs being
thrown on to the screen as well. It was a very novel type of' entertainment for most of us.
The School Council has incurred considerable expense during the year
in building additions and in new sports grounds, which gives us a great
deal of encouragement. A number of parents and some of the staff bent
the ir backs in planting grass on the new hockey field one Saturday afternoon in September. It gives us great hopes for the future of the school'
to see these improvements, both to buildings and sports fields. We can
already see improvement in the competitive sport against other schools, and
it behoves us as parents to continue to show our appreciation by helping
whenever the opportunity presents itself.
A bridge evening was held in the School Assembly Hall on October 9,
which, besides adding £ 15 to our funds, gave the 80 people present a
very happy evening. At this function, a tape recorder, in which a radio
receiver is built, was demonstrated, and we were so favourably impressed
that we placed our order for the apparatus, the cost of which was £ 134.
Our total purchases for the year are:1.

College Cup for inter-house sports, £ 15.

2.

"The World of Wonder," £ 14.

3.

Tape recorder, £134.

It is with sadness, yet with the knowledge that each has given noble
service to the College, that we record the passing of three of our valued
members during the' year-Dr. H. S. Lucraft, Mr. F. B. Hicks and Mr.
R. Simonsen.
e. W . MEDCALF, President.
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The annual meeting was held at the Pleiades Club on February 11,
following a buffet tea, at which the recently-left girls were the guests of
the out-going committee. The following were elected to the committee
for 1954:President, Mrs. Helen Collins; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. Margaret Way,
Mrs. Betty Russell-Smith; Secretary, Mrs. Betty Cox; Treasurer, Mrs. Phyl
Saggers; general members, Mrs. Dal Hillman, Mrs. Ethel Peet, Mrs. Val
Bandy, Mrs. Betty Arnott; Council Representative, Miss Lorna Dickson;
Pleiades Club Representative, Miss Meryl Gibson.
The Younger Set have a committee also, with Joan Churchwood as
PreSident, Barbara Fowlie as Secretary and Helen Finch as Treasurer.
Once more we were pleased to be associated with the Pleiades Club in
the Seven Stars Ball, held at the Embassy on April 27. This is a wonderful opportunity for girls who wish to make their debut, and this year 11
of our girls were among the debutantes presented to Sir Ross McLarty.
The usual happy crowd gathered in the dining room on June 18 for
the Annual O.G.A. Dinner. We fancy there was more talking than eating,
but it is always good to meet old friends.
We are grateful to Pat
Graham for the very impressive way in which she prepared to the toast
to "The School." We felt this was particularly fitting, as Pat is the
grand-daughter of the Rev. A. J. Barclay. We were glad to have with
us Mr. Schaar, of the library Board, who showed us a film and talked tc\
us about just what a library should be.
While on the subject of libraries-our funds suffered a considerable
loss this year because of the cancellation of the fete . Several smaller
functions have been held throughout the year to help make up some of this
leeway. We would like to thank the Misses E. and D. Sedgman for
their American morning tea held in August. They had gathered together
quite a number of the "older set," and again there was much talk. We
were also pleased to accept Miss Wright's offer of a musical evening at
the School in July. This was a delightful evening, unfortunately not
supported by the O.G.A. in any numbers, but thanks to the girls of the
School we were not entirely disgraced. Once again our very good friend
Lorna Dickson came to our aid with the loan of her home and tennis
court for a tennis day on October 23 . At the time these notes are being
written we are looking forward to a pleasant and-we hope-profitable
day.
It is, of course, not a primary object of the O.G.A. to be a moneyraising concern, but we do want to remind any parents who may be Old
Girls, and any present girls SOon to become Old Girls, that our library
is still in the dream stage, and we would dearly like it soon to become a
reality. Even those of us who did not know Miss Walton must surely
realise what a wonderful asset to the School the Library Building will be.
By joining the O.G.A., and by coming to the functions we hold, you will
be keeping contact with your School and your fr iends, as well as making
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a valuable contribution to the School's future.
Please Note for 1955
Early in the year we will be holding a Sports Day. We want teams of
Old Girls in tennis, basketball, softba 11 , etc., to play against the School.
Keep in touch with your Younger Set Committee for the date, and come
and enjoy your "Back to School" day.
Also, this time in Mayor June we will be holding our Younger Set
Dance. This is always a social success and lots of fun. So make it a "firm
date," girls.

Of Special Interest to Parents
Each year we award an Entrance Scholarship for the daughter of an
Old Girl. Keep this in mind when entering your daughter and apply in
September to the Secretary, O.G.A.
News Letter
The news letter containing personal notes, and news of engagements,
marriages, etc., will shortly be circulated to all financial members.

The staff of the "Collegian" thank all those who have contributed to
this year's magazine and regret that all entries could not be published.
Better luck next year to the girls whose contributions have not been
included. To all our readers, we wish a Happy Christmas and prosperous

1955.

.,..J

56

THE COLLEGIAN

December, 1954

·1
I

ADVAN CE PRESS PTY . LTD.

,

